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A study conducted by the copy editor of a small daily 
newspaper in Porter County, Indiana examines readers* motivations for 
writing letters to the editor. Analysis was based on letters that 
appeared in "The Vidette Messenger" September 16-30, 1992. Of 75 
letters, 32 were responses to information published in the paper 
during the last 2 weeks. All but one of these addressed local issues. 
These letters concerned four basic topics: the, family, the 
environment, money matters, and corrections of newspaper errors. The 
family-oriented opinions, the most often addressed topic, were 
responses to four articles. These articles concerned a cat leash law 
under debate in the community, a poor single-parent family, abortion, 
and family size and overpopulation. Five of seven letters written 
about the environment were responses to letters written by other 
readers. Five of seven letters written about money matters discussed 
the potential use of a County Option Income Tax; two concerned 
housing and health care. From this sampling, 25 letters (A3. 9/1) were 
not responses to readings. These fell into two categories: letters 
dealing with the upcoming presidential election and informational and 
persuasive letters. Of all opinions published within the 15-day 
period, 767. were written by non~paid and non-professional authors. 
The study showed that letters to the editor tend to address local, 
personal concerns. Newspapers, which must compete in a marketplace 
increasingly dominated by electronic media, should take note that 
readers have the strongest response to local issues that affect them 
personally. (A graph and a table of data are included; attached 
appendix contains newspaper articles and sample letters.) (SAM) 
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icttert to the f ditnn Public Ulritinq at a Bctoonae to Beadinfl 



Tlie Question: 

A quality newspapers opinion page can be tts crown jewel a lively 
forum for the exchange of thoughts, barDs and exhortation, in my job as copy 
editor of a small, dally paper, I read several newspapers In which It Is that 
jewel each day, and am exposed to a wide variety of editorials and letters 
to the editor as a result. 

Seeing this spectrum of opinions, I began to wonder what provokes 
readers, who are not paid, to set their Ideas on paper and submit them to be 
shared In such a public manner — thus exposing themselves to conflict. 
Are these writings motivated by text that has been read In the paper, or 
something else? If reading does provoke opinion writing, what kinds of 
topics are most provocative? 

I have attempted to answer these questions, at least for the opinion page 
of The Vldette-flessenger ( The V-M) of Porter County, with the following 
data collection and analysis, 
me Application: 

i began my quest for the source of opinion writing by collecting all 
locally-written editorials and letters to the editor which were printed in 
The V-M (a suburban, dally paper with a clruclatlon of about 15,000) during 
a 15-day period, Sept. 16-30, 1992. 1 chose 15 days because it was long 
enough to provide sufficient data to analyze, but not so long as to make 
analysis unwieldy. Although I collected both reader and staff opinions to 



provide a point of comparison and contrast, this study is focused on the 
reader opinions. 

After marking the opinion pages with the date of printing, i divided them 
into four categories based on the type of author Each piece was then marked 
with cne of the following category codes: 

R - Reader-written letters to the editor. 
E - Occasional editorials written by a staff editor. 
VM - Almost daily editorials written by The V-M managing editor to 

represent the official newspaper stance on specific issues. 
S - Special editorials written by guest writers who are not 
necessarily employed or endorsed by The V-M. 
T he divided-by-authorship pieces were further separated by determining 
which opinions in each category were responses to something read in The V- 
h and which were not. The determination a piece was a response was based 
on either direct reference to something read or indirect reference to 
articles identified by monitoring several previous weeks of newspapers. 

Both types of opinions in the four categories were then subjected to 
quantitative analysis, such as frequency per day, average number per day and 
percentage of non-reading and reading-responsive. 

Qualitative assessments were made in all categories, with special 
attention given to the reader-written letters which were responses to 
newspaper reading. The responsive letters wera paired with the specific 
article, column or other editorial that sparked the writing for further 
analysis. 

Specific qualitative assessment focused on the type of subject the 
original reading and responsive writing were about. 



Conclusions about why opinion pieces are written, and what kind of 
reading and issues can provoke them were then made. 
Ihe Euidence: 
Quantitative Assessments: 

There were 75 locally-written opinions published in the 15-day period. 
Fifty-seven (76 percent) were category R; three (4 percent), category E; 13 
(17.3 percent), category VM and two (2.7 percent), category S. 

Daily publishing totals ranged from one to 13 items per day, with an 
average of five items per day. in category R, daily publishing totals ranged 
from zero to 13 per day, with an average of four per day. Categories E, VM 
and S ranged from zero to one item per day. See the following graph. 
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Cince the four authorship categories were separated Into reading- 
responsive and non-responsive divisions. It was fQund the VM category had 
the highest percentage of reading-responsive entries, with 13 (100 
percent). The R category followed with 32 (56.1 percent) reading- 
responsive; the S category had one (50 percent); and the E category had one, 
(33.3 percent). Overall, 62.7 percent of the opinions In all four categories 
were responses lo reading. See the following table for a complete record of 
reading- and non-necdlng-responslve opinions. 

Category R E VM S total 

Number response 32 1 13 1 47 

to reading 

Percentage response 56.1 33.3 100 62.7 62.7 



to reading 

Number non- 25 2 

response to 

reading 

Percentage ncn- 43.9 66 
response to reading 



0 1 28 



0 50 37.3 



In category R, reading-responsive entries, I also charted the time lapse 
between the date the provocative writing was printed and the v/htten 
response was published. While It would be difficult to reach any conclusions 
with this data, because space limitations sometimes force letters to be 



held, all except three of the 32 responses were printed within two weeks of 
the provocative reading. One response was published only two days after its 
inspiring reading. 
Qualitative Assessments: 
Category R. Reading-Responsive- 

I found category R opinions that were reading responsive (Rrr) to be the 
most interesting entries to analyze as writing as a response to reading. 
They were that in the purest form. While other categories had reading- 
responsive entries, only in the R category were they all written by non-paid, 
non-professional authors. 

While all except one of the Rrr letters were written about local issues, 
they were able to be further separated into four topics — the family (Rrr- 
f), the environment (Rrr-e), money matters (Rrr-m) and correction (Rrr-c). 
The family group was by far the most popular subject, amounting to 17 
entries (53.1 percent) of the total. Environment and money tied at seven 
entries (21.9 percent) each, leaving correction at one entry (3.1 percent). 
Family (Rrr-f): The family opinions were responses to only four written 
articles. One article, and its accompanying Street Beat opinion poll, about 
the Valparaiso City Council passing an ordinance that requires cots to be 
leashed solicited 13 responses (76.5 percent of the total family entries). 
(Cats were included in the family category under the premise they are 
members of the household.) 

The C9t leash ordinance issue came about shortly after the City Council 
established a similar ruling for dogs. Angry dog owners and home owners 
wanted marauding felines included in the restrictions. The reader opinions 
which followed a series of newspapers articles on the subject were 



overwhelming, being the most popular opinion subject in any employee's 
memory. 

Of the responses that were printed within the Sept. 16-30 time range, six 
were against the ordinance and seven were for It. 

Reasons for being against the plan ranged from it being against nature, 
"God intended cats to be predators, to help preserve nature's balance, not to 
be a furball sitting at the end of a leash, meowing,' Rick Leib. To 
inconvenience, "How can an 80-year-old person, who has been able to simply 
let a cat in and out be expected to take their cat out on a leash," Norma Kent. 
To unenforceability, "The council and other citizens should propose a more 
realistic ordinance, such as requiring cats to wear a collar with a bell to 
warn victims," Karen Kent. To danger, "An older cat, who has not been 
leashed before, will end up choking itself." Norma Kent. To being against the 
American Constitution, "The Constitution gives cats the right of wild 
animals not to be leashed," Iver Clouse. 

Reasons for supporting the ordinance were equally varied, ranging from 
supporting property rights, "Leash them, fence them or keep them in your 
house, but please, get them out of our yard," Eltaine P. Krodel. To bird 
safety, "I also find by back yard full of dead birds which we used to feed," 
Shirley Bober. To garden integrity, "I know a cat dug up a very pretty, small 
garden by our patio," Gladys Iden. To safety, "If you love your cat, you will 
keep it safe," Mrs. Arthur Watt. 

Three other family issues — autonomy, abortion and size also prompted 
one written response each. The autonomy response was to a story about a 
financially-strapped mother profiled in The VM because of her difficulty in 
finding housing. After the story appeared, the state Department of Welfare 
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removed her two children from the mother's custody and another story was 
written. 

One reader responded to the second story by comparing the ability of the 
Welfare Department to tear apart a family to the destructive power of 
Hurricane Andrew. She further stated having a home should not be a 
criterion for getting to keep one's children. 

The abortion opinion was a response to a special editorial, from outside 
the time period studied, about the local hospital, which is building a 
medical -surgical center expansion, even though a competing hospital is 
building a similar facility, literally down the street. 

The reader responded to the editorial, which supported the expansion on 
the basis of economics, on an ethical note. She claimed the local hospital is 
having to compete with out-of-town centers (all Catholic in this case) 
because it performs abortions, not because it does not have adequate 
facilities and marketing. 
Another response was an endorsement of a support service for 

handicapped children. Th3 reader, the director of the program's sponsoring 

organization, commended both the article and the program. 
A last opinion responded to a story about local environmental activists 

going to Washington, D.C. to talk about several subjects, including family 

size and world overpopulation. The reader contends the article is correct in 

its premise the worid only has room for so many people, and introduces 

supplementary information to support that view. 
To see the actual articles and responses in the Rrr-f category, see 

Appendix A. 
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Environment (Rrr-e): The environment was also a hot issue in reading- 
responsive category R opinions. A set of five of the seven environmental 
letters are especially interesting because they do not respond to anything 
written by The VM or Associated Press staffs, but to letters written by 
other readers. 

At issue in the series of letters is the controversial Dunes Expansion Bill, 
which passed in October, 1992 after four years of political wrangling and 
similar letter writing. The bill was a source of conflict because its original 
version required the purchase of several pieces of private land, to be 
included in the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore. Angry home owners formed 
an organization to fight the bill. 

The letters printed within the Sept. 16-30 time period, directly before 
the passage of the bill, contain personal attacks, defensive tactics and 
supplementary information. Of all the category opinions, these contain the 
most inflamatory language, calling opponents, "hysterical," 
"commercial" and "scam" perpetrators. 

Other environmental opinions center around preservation and pollution. 
Both are written by Joanna Waugh, a frequent contributor to anti- 
environmental Issues who is also mentioned in the preceding series. One 
letter counters a special editorial (which is also included in category S) 
that claimed the nation had made a mistake in not doing more at the Earih 
Summit. The reader contends the country has developed its resources, and 
has technology that Is worth some environmental loss. This editorial and 
response are also worthy of note In it Is the only non-local issue to provoke 
a response. 



ERIC 



"Mr. Wolf's (special editorial writer) column implies we have squandered 
our inheritance. On the contrary, man has wisely invested nature's gifts/ 
she states. 

Her other letter responds to an Associated Press story about thd rising 
mercury level in Great Lalces fish, as studied by an environmental 
organization. Waugh claims the environmental group is too obscure to 
warrant such an article, and counters its figures with other data. 

For copies of the Rrr-e articles and responses, see Appendix 6. 

Honeu Matters (Rrr-m): Also high on the reader-response chart were letters 
to the editor written about money. Of the seven financial responses, five 
were written about one issue ~ the potential utilization of a County Option 
Income Tax (COIT). 

Porter County, Wke many Indiana governmental units, has been strapped 
for funds as federal resources have been drying up. Some county officials 
are interested in establishing a COIT to balance out revenues and 
expenditures. Some county officials claimed without a COIT, programs like 
4~H and Enhanced 91 1 emergency phone service v/ould have to be scrapped. 
Other officials, prior to elections, said the budget can be trimmed of fat, 
without cutting out meat — thus avoiding the need for a new tax. 

The letters were responding to a series of articles that do not directly 
refer to the COIT, but the budget issues behind the idea. 

Three of the letters support the COIT as a possible option to help ease the 
budget crunch, although two of the letters, those of County Council 
President Karen Hughes and Gerie Baker are guarded in that support. Charles 
Soltis is to the point about his feelings on the subject, with en opening line 
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of, "Porter County definitely needs an option inconne tax of one percent or 
less.' 

The two letters against the tax claim the county already has too much tax 
base to work with and is being irresponsible with what it does have. 

The other money matter issues, soliciting one response each, concern 
housing and health care. The housing issue revolved around affordable home 
construction (in the $75,000 to $90,000 range) in Valparaiso, on affluent 
suburb. In conflict is a city-sponsored development of 14 such homes on 
the city's west side. Neighborhood residents claim the homes would ruin 
their drainage, drag down their property values and destroy a natural area 
that is integral to their quality of life. The city contends the homes will be 
high quality houses and will fit in with the neighbortiood, while meeting an 
economic need. 

The only response that fell in the Sept. 16-30 time period is 
representative of many that were published. The readers state the city has 
been deceitful and is trying to expand the property involved and the number 
of homes. The readers, a husband and wife, further cast doubt as to the true 
motive of the officials who are backing the project. 

The health care response followed a special editorial from outside the 
sample time period, which again takes up the issue of the two medical- 
surgical centers being built down the street from each other. But, instead of 
responding to the issue from the viewpoint of abortion, this reader contends 
cost is the real matter in health care. He agrees and disagrees with the 
special editorial point-by-point to come to the conclusion although costs 
need to be lowered, government control would only foul the health care 
system more., the polar opposite view of the special editorial. 

Soe Appendix C for copies of the Rrr-m writings and responses. 



Correction (Rrr-c): The last of the reader responses was to an article 
written about the Popcorn Festival Parade, a yearly Valparaiso event which 
pays homage to local popcom-farmer-tumed-snack-king Orville 
Redenbacher. 

The reader took offense at the reporter's chronicle of cheerleaders' part in 
the parade. The reporter said they chose to ride out the parade instead of 
walking like everyone else. The reader said some not only walked, but did 
gymnastics, cheered and sang their school song. 

See Appendix D for the Rrr-c entry and the parade story. 
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Category R. Non-Resoonsive- 

In spite of the large number of letters to the editor which were responses 
to reading, 25 (43.9 percent) were not. While these non-responsive articles 
are interesting, they are not the focus of this study and will only be briefly 
discussed. 

Non-responsive letters (Rnr) basically fell into two categories — those 
concerning the November, 1992 election, (Rnr-e), and those which were 
informational or persuasive (Rnr-i). 

It is difficult to tell what provoked the election articles, but several 
seem to be the result of a personal experience with government. 

The 15 election letters range in subject from why to vote, to whom to 
vote for, to which issues are and are not important. The informational and 
persuasive letters cover a wide range of topics, including abortion, private 
phone companies, education, cable television, religion, animal abuse, the 
commercialization of Christmas, driving rules and prison escapes. 
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Eight of the Rnr-i categoni letters were written in response to personal 
experiences, one was a response to an all-art cartoon in The VM and one was 
a musing about religious intolerance. 

See Appendix E for copies of the Rnr letters. 

Category E - 

Of the three editorials written by The V-M s taff, only one was a response 
to sonoething read in the paper. City Editor Jeff Mayes responded to an 
article about fishing access at a lake in the Valparaiso area. 

A group of homeowners around the lake is trying to block public access to 
Flint Lake, much to local anglers' and the Indiana Department of Natural 
Resources' chagrin. 

Mayes listed what the homeowners have done to block access, essentially 
accusing them of blatant selfishness. He further criticized the DNR for being 
wimpy in the face of homeowner anger, and not really doing anything to 
accomplish the public access goal. He put the responsibility for action on 
the county, calling on it to condemn land to create a county beach, which 
would allow public access and pull the legal rug out from under homeowners. 

The other two E category editorials are written by Managing Editor 
Pasquale Rocchio as part of an informational series about the inner 
workings of The V-M. 

Rocchio directly tells readers about how a newly-formed reader board is 
going and how the local election will be covered in the newspaper. 

For copies of category E editorials, see Appendix F. Because these 
editorials are only a point of contrast, not the focus of this study, the 
article which provoked the reading-responsive opinion is not included in the 
appendix. 
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Cot ggoin VM - 

The almost-daily editorials in category VM are 100 percent reading 
responsive ~ as they are Intended to be. Rocchio writes the editorials each 
morning, usually responding to or putting an opinion spin on something in 
that afternoon's newspaper. 

Opinions in this category cover such topics as voter registration, nearty 
military bases, the controversial cat leash ordinance, a zoning decision and 
Flint Lake access. 

All of the issues are local, again, as they are intended to be. 

Copies of the category VM editorials appear in Appendix G. Because the 
category is included for contrast to reader-written letters, and is not the 
focus of the study, copies of the articles which provoked the opinions are 
not Included in the appendix. 

Category S - 

Category S opinions, both written by a guest columnist, were Interesting 
in that one of the two entries also provoked a reader- written letter to the 
editor. 

Columnist John Wolf's condemnation of the United States' inactivity at the 
Earth Summit, provoked a Rrr-e response about environmentalism in general. 

Wolf wrote another editorial which was a response to an newspaper story 
concerning poverty, citing figures in a much earlier article about the 
growing number of Porter County poor. 

His editorials appear in Appendix H. Because category S entries are a point 
of contrast, not the focus of this study, the article that provoked the 
reading response is not included In the appendix. 
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Analysis: 

In onalyzing the data points collected in this study of newspaper- 
published opinions and their source, the numbers speak for thennselves. 

I find it interesting that 76 percent of all the opinions published within 
the 15-day period were written by non-paid, non-professional authors. This 
large percentage indicates writing for publication is a need many writers 
feel, even if it means putting themselves at risk on an opinion page. 

The strong need to be published as adults mirrors education author Joyce 
Armstrong Carroll's article, 'Publishing: The Writer's Touchdown," which 
focuses on beginning, student writers. 

"Publishing matters because it Is the writers solo flight, winning basket, 
birdie; it is the writer's curiain call, recital, aria; it is the writers exhibit, 
premier, trophy; it is the writers touchdown," Carroll wrote. 

These reader- written opinions are also interesting because more than 
half (56.1 percent) were responses to something read in The V-h. This high 
number is an indication reading can be, and is even likely to be, a source of 
provocation for public writing. 

Even in the staff (categories E and VM) and special (categorij S) editorials, 
reading material is often the inspiration for writing (ranging from 33.3 to 
100 percent of category opinions). These figures, adding up to 62.7 percent 
across all categories, might indicate that regardless of the writing 
experience of the author, reading can significantly influence his or her work. 

The numbers in this study might also indicate a definite pattern in what 
types of reading inspire writing. In category R, there was a clear trend 
toward writing about subjects that hit closest to home ~ literally. 
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Most of the responses concerned the individuals, including cats, who 
actually live within the home. Even responses that fell outside the confines 
of home were extremely personal — money, and the environment, including 
its impact on personal health and quality of life. 

The tendency to focus writing on personal issues was also seen in the 
Ron-reading-responsive letters to the editor. The bulk of them centered on 
either personal experiences with government, and their reflection on much 
larger world issues, or sharing information about personal life knowledge. 

Even in staff and special editorials, the trend is toward writing about 
extremsly local issues ~ like fishing access and the cat leash ordinance 
rather than larger ones — like worid peace, world hunger or global 
environmentalism. 

The personal pattern seen in adult newspaper opinion writers is also seen 
in children according to research summarized by Norma Decker Collins in 
Education L530 Indiana University study guide. Writing as a Response to 
ESffllimLHer summary of research done by Donald Graves in 1983 indicates 
he found young writers who choose topics of personal interest will begin 
and complete their writing more efficiently than those who are not 
interested in the subject. 



Conclusions: 

Regardless of their level of writing expertise, authore are influenced by 
what they read — with that reading sometimes becoming the provocation to 
write. 

The intimate craft of writing might be most influenced by reading when 
^ that material concerns something near and dear to the author. 
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If further research indicates these reading/ writing trends hold true in a 
wide variety of mass media, they should be viewed by various industries and 
institutions as literary tools. 

For newspapers, which must compete in a marketplace increasingly 
dominated by electronic media, it would be wise to see readers are 
indicating they are paying closer attention to the issuers whici} effect them 
most personally. Perttaps newspapers should respond by tailoring and 
localizing coverage to individuals, not the masses. 

For schools and adult literacy programs, it might be beneficial to respond 
to the trend of provocative reading by using personal issues and memories 
and inspiring reading as instigators of writing. 

For writers in general, it may mean extra attention should be spent 
making sure the work is good. Who knows what it might start? 

Rsfenences: 

Armstrong Carroll, Joyce. 'Publishing: The Writer's Touchdown," National 
Council of Teachers of English, English Journal, v ol. 72, no. 4, pp. 93-94, 
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Decker Collins, Norma. 'Writing Apprehension and the Wnting Process," 
Writing as a Response to Reading. Education L530 study guide, Indiana 
Uni versi ty 61 oomi ngton, 1 99 1 . 

Graves, Donald. "Writing: Teachers and Children at Work," Heinemann, Exeter, 
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Appendix A 



Cats 
fit 



to be 
tied 



by Phii Potempta 

The Vidette-Messenger 

VALPARAISO - The 
cat fight is over and the 
cats lost. 

The aty Council voted 
five to one Friday to re- 
quire cats be leashed. 

The council amended an 
ordinance passed last 
month requiring dogs to 
be leashed. Language 
eliminating cats from 
control brought protest. 

''According to City 
Hall's unofficial telephone 
poll, we received about 80 
calls. About half a dozen 
were against the cat leash 
law, the rest were in fa- 
vor," Mayor David But- 
terfield said. 

"But most of the people 
who called tiiought (Sty 
Hall should get on to more 
important issues." 

Council member Don 
Larr was the dissenter. 



"I have a grandson who 
was once threatened by a 
dog and a neighbor who 
was bitten ie -en times by 
a dog. Dogs running loose 
are dangerous, however 
cats remain more of a 
nuisance." 

His wife, Katie, also 
spoke againist the plan. 

'•I spoke with a local 
veterinarian and it was 
his strong opinion that it s 
next to impossible to con- 
tain a cat. They're too 
cunning for collars." 

Donna Smith, Porter 
County Animal Shelter 
director, presented figures 
on roaming animals- 

Reading from 1992 lost 
and found logs, she ^d « 
dogs were reported lost 
and 29 were found; 45 cats 
were reported wid 13 were 
found. Police brought m 
another 12 dead cats. 

**The police are always 
being bothered with re- 
ports of cat fights. Wake 
up world! Most of these 
cats aren't fighting, 
they're making more 
cats," Sniith said. 

Smith supports the 
amendment. She said cats 
are at greater risk to 
carry rabies, have more 
litters of offspring and 
upset senior citizens by 
killing birds. 

They also upset council 
member Tony Schultz. 

"I like birds. I have five 
bird feeders anu I'm tired 
of picking up pieces of 
birds all over my yard 
because of cats." 



STREET BEAT 



"What do you think of a proposed ordinance of the Val- 
paraiso City Council that would force cat owners to put their 
cats on leashes?" 
by Cliston Brown 

Asked at Wal-Mart • 
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Last week's Street Beat 
question was "What do you think 
of the Valparaiso City Council 
ordinance forcing cat owners to 
put their cats on leashes? 

It's the most lame-brained idea 
I've heard of. God intended cats 
to be predators, to help preserve 
nature's balance, not to be a 
furball setting at the end of a 
leash meowing. 

What wQI happen in a few 
years down the road when mice, 
rats, pigeons, rabbits, and all the 
other little manrunals, become a 
nuisance? P^ss a leash law for 
them as well? 

Do you think the city council 
needs to contact the AErican • 
government, and suggest to 
tiiem, they idiould pass a leash 
law for their big cats? 
Preventing them from killing 
their birds and other wildlife, 
and to prevent tfaem from 
disturbing their elderly? 

The question I have is, how 
come these .council members are 
paying more attention to cats, 
mstead of trying to find ways to 
help the homeless, unemployed, 
and the working poor, or ttie 
many other important issues 
which need their attention? If 
this is aU they can think to do 
with their tirne, and our money, 
shouldn't we be getting new city 
council members? 

Let's address the important 
issues, not the stupid ones. 

RICK LEIB 
Valparaiso 

As a past dog owner, my dogs 
never ran loose or went into 
neighbors yards. Cat owners 
should contain their cats to their 
property and abide by the same 
laws as dog owners. I presiently 
do not own either, but I have to 
clean up my yard of cat waste 
and I also find my back yard full 
of dead birds that we used to 
feed. 

SHIRLEY BOBER 
Valparaiso 

In order to protect the birds, 
your cat should be declawed, and 
in order to save the abundance of 
kittens that come to an end of 
suffering and starvation, your 
pets should be neutered. 
Otherwise cats should be on 
leashes. 

' GLADYS M. MAXWELL 
Valparaiso 

Cats shouU be on a leash the 
same as dogs. I know a cat dug 
up a very pretty small garden r 



back by our patio. Hiey may be 
small but they can cause a lot of 
harm. They can carry disease. 

Also people should not let their 
dog do their business in otiier 
people's yards. I do not want my 
front yard dirtied up by cats or 
dogs; 

GLADIS IDEN 
Valparaiso 




Cats never should be allowed to 
roam freely. Millions of birds are 
lost because of this careless act. 
With loss of habitat and poisons, 
birds are having a hard time 
surviving. 

Birds control insect population 
plus other numerous benefits. 
Without them life on earth would 
die, wake up people. 

HARRY W. MOEHL 
Valparaiso 

We have had several cats — 
mostly temperamental Siamese. 
Ali of our cats were trained to a 
le.'tsh and traveled with us to 
V/ashington D.C., Pennsylvania, 
Colorado and other places. 

Cats can be as desbiictive or 
more so than dogs. Especially 
when it comes to gardens. If you 
love your cat you will leash it 
and keep it safe. 

MRS. ARTHUR WATT 
Valparaiso 
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We have cats, dog, horses and 
none are allowed to roam at wiU. 
But they can and do escape once 
in awhUe — especially cats. It s 
an unenforceable law and a 
waste of time. , . , * 

A cat on a leash is at nsk of 
being hurt far more easily than a 
dog. Our dog will kill a bird if he 
can — our cats are too lazy. 

Why can't people live together 
and respect each others 
pleasures? Cats aren't near as 
bad as people portray them. 
They really are part of natures 
balance. Many times it's 
chipmunks tiiat destroy flower 
beds, not cats. 

JACKIE PATENO 
Valparaiso 



Our neighborhood has a 
problem with rabbits. Now that 
leashed cats will no longer be 
able to provide some control to 
the rabbit population, we wiU 
likely witness an unwanted 
increase :n the rabbit population. 

Perhaps the city council should 
now vote to include rabbits in the 
leash ordinance. 

GARY SATKAMP 
' Valparaiso 

Since it has become necessary, 
we are for the required leashing 
of cats as well as dogs. 

Every day from four to eight 
different cats visit our yard. 
About six of these wear collars, 
two appear to be strays. 

Apparently they have all 
decided they are invited to a 
feast-table of birds under our 
feeder, as well as having chosen 
our yard as the "Tabby Toilet" 
of choice in our neighborhood. 

Pets deserve responsible 
owners who will love them 
enough to feed them, protect 
them and not allow them to incur 
the wrath of their neighbors. 

Leash them, fence tiiem or 
keep them in your house but 
please, get them out of our yard. 

ELTAINE P. KRODEL 
Valparaiso 



It is out of reason to expect a 
cat to be leashed. 

An older cat, who has not been 
leashed before, will end up 
choking itself from trying to pull 
its way out of a leasL 

Pets are wonderful for older 
people. How can an 80-year-old 
person, who has been able to 
simply let a cat in and out, be 
expected to take their cat out on 
a leash? 

If a cat is tied in a yard, it may 
end up being attacked by a stray 
dog or one who got loose from its 
chain. 

Mother Nature intended cats to 
be hunteijs of mdce and rodents, 
even if they might not eat them. 
Their desire to keep that end of 
the population down is only 

natiu^. 

Let's be reasonable and keep 
them off the leashes, but get 
them neutered and spayed, which 
is much more important Also, 
keep tiie cats in the house at 
bedtime. 

NORMA E. KENT 
Valparaiso 

It's about time. The law should 
be called "confinement law." 
Cats should stay on tiieir owners' 
property. We have about 10 cats 
in our block. It seems when 
people turn on their lights at 
night, they push their cats out to 
roam all night. 

It isn't fair. 

VIOLET J. OLIVER 
Valparaiso 

The City Council should have 
read the Constitution before 
approving the cat leash law. The 
Constitution gives cats the right 
of wild animals not to be leashed. 
Read it. The council might get 
sued. It's not my opinion; it's the 
law. 

IVER CLOUSE 
Portage 



The ordinance is absurd. It 
goes against nature to leash a 
cat. Have any of the members of 
the aty Council tried it? As for 
the conunent about cats carrying 
rabies, responsible pet owners 
vaccinate their cats. The strays, 
which still will be unleashed, are 
more apt to have rabies. Cats 
help keep the rabid rodent 
population down, ^ 



The council and other citizens 
should propose a more realistic 
and productive ordinance, such 
as requiring cats to wear a collar 
with a bell to warn potential 
victintis like rabbits and birds. 

I Cats don't roam like dogs. Cats 
are territorial animals. They 
don't wander far from the hand 
that feeds them. « 

KAREN KENT 
Valparaiso 
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Abortions drive 
patients away 

Dr. Kenneth Black complains 
in his Sept. 9 column that Porter 
Memorial Hospital is a victim of 
unfair competition from other 
area hospitals. 

St, Anthony Medical Center is 
planning to open a facility in 
Valparaiso. Black is afraid this 
will result in lost capital, 
diminished technology and, 
ultimately, the death of Porter 
Memorial Hospital. 

Black is chief of staff at PMH. 
I commend him for guarding the 
well-being of PMH. However, he 
overlooks a major problem at 
PMH in the eyes of many county 
residents — abortion. 

Many users of PMH are 
disgusted the hospital continues 
to allow obstetrician/ 
gynecologist Frank Behrend to 
abort pre-bom children at its 
facility. Since the Webster 
decision in 1989 (and arguably 
even before then), PMH has had 
the legal authority to stop 
abortions at the hospital. It 
refuses to do so. 

PMH is so insensitive to 
opposition to abortion that in 1991 
the medical staff selected 
abortionist Frank Behrend as 
chief of staff for the hospital. 
Imagine, the county's only known 
abortionist serving as chief of 



staff at the county's only 
hospital. What a slap in the face 
to life-respecting county 
residents. 

PMH may pretend it provides 
abortions omy to serve young, 
indigent girls. But who really is 
getting abortions there? Here is 
a profile oi the typical abortion 
patient at PMH, based on 
statistics from the Indiana State 
Board of Health. 

In 1988, a typical year, 42 
women had their pre-bom babies 
aborted at PMH. The majority of 
these women were white, 
married, a high school graduate 
or more education, 25-29 years 
old (overall, 86 percent were age 
20 or more), already had one or 
two children and 28 percent were 
having 2nd, 3rd or 4th abortion. 

In our county, the debate about 
abortion is not about poor, 
unmarried, uneducated, minority 
young girls. Why should PMH 
sink in the slime of the abortion 
controversy when these women 
seeking them here apparently 
have the resources to go 
elsewhere for their abortions? 
Why should PMH provide 
**repeat** abortions to these 
women? 

County residents are eager for 
an alternative to 
abortion-saturated Porter 
Memorial Hospital. In order to 
avoid PMH, my own family has 
traveled to St. Mary Medical 



Center in Hobart, St. Anthony's 
in Michigan City and LaPorte 
County Hospital for 
non-emergency medical care. 

We and many other area 
residents welcome St. Anthony 
Medical Center with open arms, 
because St. Anthony's cherishes 
all human life and doesn't 
consider pre-bom children as 
non-persons eligible for 
extermination at the whim of his 
or her mother. 

If Dr. Black is serious about 
presenting all that is good about 
PMH, let him prove it by getting 
rid of all that is bad about PMH. 
He can begin by terminating 
abortions at the hospital. 

JULIE A. WHEELAND 
Q /i / (02^ Valparaiso 
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Advancements 
not false progress 

I am troubled by John Wolfs 
"Amen Comer" column in tlie 
Sept. 21 Vidette-Messenger. Not 
because he thinks America 
"missed a golden opportunity" 
when it didn't jump aboard ttie 
Earth Summit bullet train, but 
because he subscribes to the 
notion that "...only false progress 
comes when it is at the expense 
of nature." 

As a man of the cloth, Mr. Wolf 
surely acknowledges our very ' 
existence on this planet is "at the 
expense of nature." Farmers 
plant and harvest; they raise 
cattle, hogs and fowl for human 
consimiption. Biomedical 
research utilizes lab animals and 
chemicals to save lives. 

Does Mr. Wolf consider 
production of electricity "false 
progress?" It takes coal and gas 
to generate electricity — all 
products of nature. Is the 
combustion engine "false 
progress" as well? 

Mr. Wolf chastises Americans 
for consuming "...as much 
energy, food and other resources 
as 4 billion people in the 
developing world..." But he 
doesn't mention this consumptive 
society saved Europe from 
Hitler. It is still considered to be 
"the breadbasket of the world." 

During this century, American 
technology brought 
unprecedented proq)erity to 
more people than ever before in 
history. That's nothing of which 
to be ashamed. 

There's no argument man has 
entered into a new covenant with 
nature due, in large part, to 
photos of a fragile blue planet 
hanging alone in black space. 

Mr. Wolfs column implies we 
have squandered our inheritance. 
On the contrary, man has wisely 
invested nature's gifts, 
p . JOANNA WAUGH 

^QiXnhl^ Porter 
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study on mercury 
levels misleading 

The Associated Press article on 
mercury contamination of U.S). 
waterways in the Sept. 5 
Vidette-Messenger was very 
misleading. In it, two obscure 
environmental groups and a 
former EPA air quality scientist 
claim mercury levels in our 
lakes and streams - includmg 
Lake Michigan - are on the nse. 

Yet, according to the 
International Joint Commission 
on Great Lakes water quality, 
concentrations of most toxic 
chemicals within the Great 
Lakes have fallen smce the 1970s 
and stabilized. 

Furthermore, the EPA 
estimates that about 2.6 pounds 
of mercury enter the Great 
Lakes daily - that's 949 pounds 
a year. Compare this figure to _ 
the 1,200 tons this article claims 
is generated nationwide on an 
annual basis. It takes no math 
wiz to calculate the Great Lakes 
load is 4/10,OOOths of the national 

burden. ^. , 

A May /June, 1992 article on 
Great Lakes water quaUty 
appeared in "Tuebor Terra, the 
official magazine of IvKchigan s 
United Conservation aubs. It 
said "some studies may have 
weaknesses and such factors as 
habitat, nutrition and gene pools 
may come into play" when 
considering the effects of toxic 
chemicals upon animal life 
around and within the Great 
Lakes. 



It is curious that many people 
are quick to dismiss 
industry-generated scientific 
studies as self-serving while 
attributing only the most noble 
intentions to those done by 
environmental organizations. 

, , JOANNA WAUGH 
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Cuts to hurt 

E-911, 4-H programs threatened 



by Steve Walsh 

The Vidette-Messenger 

VALPARAISO - Facing a 
tough year financially, the 
County Council continued 
searchtag for deeper cuts at 
budget hearings. 

Medical insurance increases 
were threatened, some salaries 
were cut and the sheriff is 
threatening E-911 may not 
happen. 

In addition, the courts lost at 
least one commissioner, and the 
second may be gone before the 
year is out. 

If the decision on which 
commissioner is let go is based 
on seniority, Jeff Thode^d his 
court reporter will not return in 
January. Thode took office this 
year. 

James Johnson is the other 
court commissioner. If the pos- 
sible $1 million appeal to raise 
the tax levy fails before the 
state Board of Tax Conmiis- 
sioners, that position might also 
be cut. 

Wednesday night, the County 
Council returned all depart- 
mental budgets and ordered an 
additional 5 percent in cuts. 
Thursday, some of the offices 
came back with pay cuts. 

The sheriff's department 
squirmed the most. Dembinski 
cut his entire |125,000 budget to 
buy new cars, $15,000 to replace 
aging bullet-proof vests, and 
other expeases. 

The Porter County Drug Unit 
lost $10,000 of the $40,000 
budget. 

Friday morning, Dembinski 
was back with cuts in medical 
expenses for prisoners, supplies 
and other funds. 

Earlier in the week, Dem- 
binski lost the four dispatchers 
he requested to run the En- 
hanced-911 p;»ogram — sched- 
uled to start by the middle of 



• Specific department 
cuts listed on page 3A. 

next year. He said without the 
new dispatchers, he can't start 
the E-911 program. 

County Council President 
Karen Hughes said if the money 
becomes available next year, E- 
911 is a high priority. If not, the 
sheriff will have to make do. 

Hughes said the cuts are 
necessary to find room to fund 
county employees' medical in- 
surance. Trying to head off any 
raises in employee contribu- 
tions, the council will most 
likely place $1-1.2 million in the 
account — up from $735,000 a 
year. 

She doesn't equate the 5 per- 
cent cut directly with funding 
health insurance, but Ay- 
lesworth does. He is telling de- 
partment heads anyttiing less 
than a 5 percent cut will trans- 
late into higher employee con- 
tiibutions or deductibles. 

By Friday morning, word had 
fQtered out that the $29,000 4-H 
budget was possibly being 
stripped &om the conunission- 
ers' budget. A group of about 15 
4-H leaders and volunteers 
stood outside the council 
chambers, demancfing no cute. 

County Extension Office 
Youth Coordinator James Jor- 
dan said the program and the 
3,761 kids its serves would not 
last the year without county 
funds. 

Though he could not speak for 
the other members. Council 
member Richard Buchanan 
said he did not think the pro- 
gram would be cut entirely, 
though in future years he said 
the countj' would like to see Uie 
Fair Board pick up at least part 
of the cost. 
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only 
way 

by Steve Walsh 

The Vidette-AAessenger 

VALPARAISO - Nobody 
wants to say it, but county 
residents should expect fewer 
services or an income tax. 

For lie last week, the County 
Council struggled with balanc- 
ing a general fund budget 
$600,000 less than 1992*s $15.5 
nuUion. Department heads had 
requested $18 million-plus. 

What they wanted and got 
were two different things. 

A number of programs were 
slashed, three positions elimi- 
nated and many salaries cut. 

Starting her term with budget 
hearings, new member Mar- 
garet Willis said, "We're not 
cutting fat anymore. We're cut- 
ting muscle, tendons and bone." 

Council member Mike Ay- 
lesworth warned new taxes may 
be needed. 

"Without a change in the tax 
structure , this situation will 
only get worse." 

'nie ' council must speak Tn 
favor of a tax if the issue comes 
up next year, he said. He men- 
tioned the Youth Services Bu- 
reau and Health Department as 
items the county will soon be 
unable to afford. 

The state could revamp the 
property tax freeze limiting lo- 
cal budjget increased to 5 per- 
cent annually. But barring leg- 
islation, the only change the 
county can make is adopt an 
option income tax. 

The most talked about is a 
maximiun 1 percent tax — most 
allowed by law — coupled with 
an 8 percent homestead credit 
on property taxes. The tax can 
only be voted in between Janu- 
ary and March 31 of any year. 



Council President Karen 
Hughes said when the county 
approached the idea in 1991, 
there was no support. In Janu- 
ary, the Valparaiso City Council 
took a straw vote against it. 

"Without the support of the 
cities we can't do It," she said. 

When the County Council held 
a round of meetings last year to 
discuss a new tax, the most 
talked-about needs were roads 
and drainage. After budget 
hearings, council members also 
hope to avoid lay-offs. 

Without an income tax, 
Hughes said the county may be 
forced to bond for necessities 
like new squad cars. 

"It's the worst kind of tax, 
since you pay twice — once for 
the purchase and again for the 
interest." 

Council member Carol Knob- 
lock said her south county con- 
stituency doesn't want an in- 
come tax. After hearing de- 
partment heads, she still 
doesn't like the idea, but added, 
"I really can't say yes or no at 
this point." 

Outside the hearings, de- 
partment heads sympathized 
with the council's plight, then 
grumbled about nothing being 
done to avert cuts. 

"In the past year I have real- 
ized the need to find extra funds 
somewhere. ... There has to be 
some change," Sheriff Larry 
Dembinski said. 

Next year, his department 
has no money for new cars. And 
with the beating cars take, he 
said it won't be long before a 
major investment is needed to 
keep the fleet rolling. 

Council member Pachard 
Buchanan said departments 
m.ust be more innovative with 
less money and people must 
expect less in the short-term, 

"We've been through tough 
times before. We'll get through 
them again." 
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Blantant untruths 
not constructive 

Constructive criticism is 
necessary for positive change. 
The purpose of the election ^ 
system is to encourage such 
analyses. However, blatant 
untruths do not serve any valild 
purpose. 

It is a blatant untruth the 
Porter County Council president 
gave the council a 10 percent 
raise. The council with my 
support and vote decreased its 
salary by 4.8 percent to make 
their salary one of the lowest of 
counties of comparable size 
(100-150,000 population) in the 
state. 

What is the truth is this 
county's general fund has the 
lowest property tax rate of any 
county of comparable size in tiie 
state, except for three counties. 
Those three counties' property 
taxes are supplemented by COIT 
(county option income tax). 
Therefore we have the lowest 
taxes. 

What is the truth is the council 
has been very frugal and taken 
very hard and necessary stands 
to preserve our low tax rate. 
What is also true is this county 
has not sacrificed caring in order 
to keep its rates low. It supports 
4H, youth services, services to 
the elderly, services to the 
handicapped, prenatal and 



well-baby health services, the 
environment, and naedical care 
to the needy, to nanne a few. 

Retain good government in 
Porter County. 

KAREN L. HUGHES 
Ghqbn President 
^(i^fi^ Porter County CouncU 
Valparaiso 



County needs 
option income tax 

Porter County definitely needs 
an option income tax of 1 percent 
or less. County roads, bridges, 
and other infrastructures are 
wearing out fast, or are already 
worn out 

We have too much growth m 
the county which is causing too 
much traffic. The county needs a 
policy of less growth for at least 
10 to 15 years, so the county can 
catch up on much needed repair 
or replacement of infrastructure. 
V rJ^lao CHARLES SOLTIS 
^^\Z1[hL Valparaiso 



We should know 
where funds go 

Perhaps the people in Porter 
County should see a front page 
article in The Vidette-Messenger 
which describes where every 
penny of the 1993 county general 
fund budget will be used. 

Should we consider cutting 
some more jobs and some more 
salaries? I have had my salary 
cut. 

Mike Aylesworth's idea that we 
cannot afford the county Youth ' 
Services Bureau and the county 
Health Department is ludicrous 
Would Mike like living again with 
epidemics of measles, diptheria, • 
whooping cough and tuberculosis 
(which is showing up in drug 
resistant strains)? How about- 
Hepatitis B? 

Maybe keeping the muscles, 
tendons and bones (county 
council member Margaret WiUis 
statement) is more important 
than keeping Aylesworth and 
Willis. 

o aUr.lr^, GERIE BAKER 
(2r 9{^a[QL^ Valparaiso 
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County tax rate 
already obscene 

There have been numerous 
articles and an editorial, (To tax 
or not), that seem to be taking 
the taxpayers of Porter County to 
task for not being very willing to 
take on a bigger tax burden. 

There was also another article 
that stated the average taxpayer 
in the United States pays 40 
percent of total wages to taxes in 
one form or another. 

The tax rate in this county 
already is obscene. When 
members of the County Council 
suggest I am not doing my civic 
duties when I refuse to shoulder 
a bigger tax burden, I say, when 
will enough be enou^? When 
should taxpayers draw the line? 

Last year when the debate over 
a county income tax raged, it 
was mentioned a large 
percentage of the money would 
be earmarked for the South 
Shore Railroad. I live, work, and 
pay taxes in Porter County. No 
one helps me get to work. 

When I need to repair my car, 
or replace it with a new one, I 
am the one who has to come up 
witti the money. Why should I 
have to subsidize someone's ride 
to work? Because someone 
decides to live in Porter County 
and work in Chicago, why do I 
have to pay more taxes? 

These privileged people are 
easy to ^ot. They're the families 
that lives next door or just down 
the streeet that still have Illinois 
license plates on their cars after 
two or three years. If the County 
Council members need more tax 
money why don't they lead a 
drive to talk these deadbeats and 
make them pay their fair share 
of the tax. 

I don't want to see the quality 
of life in Porter County go down 
the drain. I always have and 
always will pay my fair share of 
taxes. We are all going through 
hard economic times and will all 
have to learn to do without until 
things get better. 

If you need to make cuts, take 
money from the South Shore and 
make the people riding it pay for 
the service they seem to need. 

^ Cflnnloo DAVID J. NICOLAUS 
i:rW(ai(^2. Valparaiso 



Get spending, 
income in line 

Must Porter County go the way 
of the federal government? Just 
because the feds can't get their 
spending vs. income budgeted 
correctly doesn't mean Porter 
County has to follow. 

For someone who hasn't the 
time to keep up on all county 
workings, I nevertheless do read 
the newspaper every day. I don't 
recall many interviews with or 
articles by Porter County Council 
members or County 
Commissioners explaining why 
taxes must go up again even 
though our taxable population, 
tax rate and assessed values are 
growing. 

It is distressing to read articles 
about increasing (or creating 
new) taxes again. County leaders 
need to get a handle on 
expenditures. Be like a business 
— treat the company (public's) 
money as if it were your own. 

If so we wouldn't see the 
unresearched spending we have 
in our county. K it were 
researched, officials would 
realize the county can't afford it. 
Don't spend unless you have the 
funds to pay for it. 

A recent newspaper article 
quoted a department head as 
saying "Morale is low in my 
department." Sure it is. It will 
always be low when the workers 
realize their managers can't 
effectively and efficiently 
manage. 

Residents, please write, attend, 
talk, yell, whatever you can do to 
let council members and 
commissioners know you are 
uninformed and/or unhappy with 
the way they are managing our 
money. They have to get the 
message from enough of us to 
make them get the county 
spending in Bne with the county 
income. 

t? oiicbW^^HAELRIDLBAUER 
^^l^'^hZ^ Valparaiso 
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Look at three objectives'^ 
to fix health care system 



r 1th 



erJc 



A wise friend once said, 
"Where you stand determines 
what you see." If you believe 
affordable health care is a 
God-given hunaan right, you will 
look at health care differently 
than those who believe it is an 
option only for those who can 
afford it. 

There are many opinions on 
what is the best plan for the 
nation. They are offered by 
political parties, the American 
Medical Association, University 
professors, etc. 

Theologians remind us life is 
not possible for mortal beings 
without illness. Beginning with 
that premise, why is America the 
only civilized nation without a 
health care plan for its citizens? 

The answers to the 
complicated questions of who 
pays, the tedmologies and 
treatments, will fall into place 
when the public decides health 
care is a human right. Therefore, 
there must be universal access to 
care. 

You can't pick up a magazine 
or turn on a television program 
without hearing about the 
problems Americans are having 
with tile health care system. 

Although the number of doctors 
has doubled in the past 25 years 
to 600,000, Kris Keyes, writing in 
a medical journal says, "The 
public feels the system is in 
crisis and needs fundamental 
change...! do not believe the 
nation as a whole is receiving 
good value from the health care 
system." 

"Where you stand determines 
what you see." Try standing on 
three fundamental objectives and 
other issues will fall into place: 

• Health care for all 
Americans. Between 1979 and 
1987, the number of Americans 
without health insurance rose by 
a 25 percent — from 30 million to 
37 million. A comprehensive 
plan, regarcQess of design, must 
assure every American, 
regardless of income, place of 
employment or health status, has 
access to health insurance. 

• Control costs. Costs have 
accelerated far beyond normal 
inflation or any other service. In 
1965, United States spent six 



JOHN 
WOLF 




The Amen 
Comer 



percent of the Gross National 
Product on health care. Now it is 
around 13 percent. Medicare is 
clamping down on charges by 
providers. Why does competition 
not work in the health care 
industry? In a hospital journal of 
July 20, 1990, Dr. Vfilliam 
Williams puts it this way: 

*'The consumer (patient) 
receives, but doesnt pay; the 
provider (hospital, doctor, or 
pharmacy) gives to the 
consumer, but receives from the 
intermediary (insurance 
company); the intermediary 
pays, but doesn't receive; none 
of them buys. The 
physician-buyer buys, but neither 
pays, nor receives." 

(The word "broker" might be 
used in place of "buyer".) Is it 
any wonder there is so much 
paperwork and health care costs 
are "a mystery"? 

• Prevention in wellness 
programs. We spend far too 
much on health care programs to 
cure illness. We invest too few 
dollars to keep well. 

Tom Schumann, a Valparaiso 
University aliminus and 
vice-president of Mead Paper 
Company, sent me a pie-chart of 
how health care insurance costs 
for his company had jumped 22 
percent in 1990 and again in 1991 
and how the increase was 
generated. A large share was 
from "medical ifilation". Can it 
be stopped? 

Businesses point to their 
increasing financial 
responsibility for health care as 
a brake on growth and 
competitiveness. Peter 
Magowan, CEO of Safeway Inc., 
wrote, "Corporate healthcare 
spending is now the equivalent of 
45 per cent of net corporate 
profits. We know that these 
out-sized increases in health care 
costs are twice as high per 
person as the Germans and the 
Japanese pay for health care. 



5? 



This puts us at a disadvantage 
relative to our overseas 
competitors." 

Health care is a $550 billion 
industry. Market-force does not 
seem to make for efficiency (too 
much of the costs are for 
administrative paper work), it 
invites costty duplication 
(witness the attempt to build two 
fully-equipped outpatient surgery 
centers in Porter County), and it 
puts an undue burden on tiiose 
who are ill. 

The candidates for president 
differ dramatically on this point. 
Mr. Bush's plan relies on 
competition to set market rates 
for health services, with no 
guarantee those rates will be 
low. 

Mr. Clinton wants to reform 
the system, based on the plan 
proposed by Sen. George 
Mitchell, D-Maine. Dr. Robert 
Blendon, Harvard University, 
writes, "If Clinton gets in we 
would likely see some plan 
enacted in four years. It would 
be hard for me to believe that 
President Bush would seriously 
push ahead on health care 
reform." 

The Canadian health system 
spends a lower portion of its 
GNP on health care than the 
United States. Yet everyone pays 
and everyone receives, the cost 
distributed equally among 
taxpayers rattier than falling 
disproportionally on the iU. It is 
fair, it is efficient, and it costs 
less. 

While Americans complain of 
taxes, is there any better reason 
to tax ourselves than for health 
care? Especially when the 
present entrepreneurial 
profit-making system has gone 
out of control and no longer puts 
the interest of the patient first. 

A con^rehensive health care 
plan w ould, in the long run, cost 
less than we pay. We citizens of 
Porter Coun^ are witnesses to 
the ettiical impoverishment of a 
system that puts two duplicate 
outpatient surgical centers within 
a mile of each oUier. 

"Where you stand determines 
what you see". It's time for a 
change in our nation's health 
care system. 

Amen, until next Monday. 



Don't jeopardize 
U-S. health care 

John Wolf's column in the Sept, 
14 Vidette-Messenger, shows 
everyone has a diagnosis for our 
**crisis" in health care, and some 
even prescribe medicine for a 
cure. 

However, the Hippocratic Oath 
demands from physicians * 'First, 
do no harm." We non-physicians 
should consider this advice when 
deciding about changes in our 
health care s>'stem. Illnesses 
must be identified and 
understood before they are 
treated 

In the first of Mr. Wolfs 
objectives, he confuses "health 
care for all Americans" with 
insurance coverage to pay for it. 
All Americans are getting health 
care at the moment, albeit 
inadequate and difficult to obtain 
in some cases. What all 
Americans don't have is an 
insurance company or 
government program to pay for 
it 

Skipping his second point for a 
moment, his third objective is 
* 'prevention in wellness 
programs." Wellness programs 
have' specious appeal, but cannot 



help witii costs in the long run. 
This is because prevention 
postpones illness to later in life 
when the inevitable diseases of 
the oldest old are very costly. 

His second point is about cost 
control. He correctly identifies 
this as a problem. I would 
contend it is the problem, 
because we would not be talking 
about health care if everyone 
could afford it easily. Our health 
care techncl gy and personnel 
are the world's best. 

Mr. Wolf correctly complains 
competition in this industry does 
not seem to work to keep costs as 
low as possible. The cure, 
however, of having a national 
government program rather than 
a private market solution seems 
likely to produce harm. 

Think of the post office when 
you think about government cost 
control and efficiency. A better 
approach to a cure would be to 
reform the system in a way that 
would allow meaningful 
competition. 

There is no reason, at least 
tlieoretically, why two med-surg 
centers in Valparaiso shouldn't 
lower costs for Valparaiso 
residents through competition. 

We need a change, but the only 
real problem is cost and we 
should take care not to 
jeopardize the excellence of our 
physicians' and hospitals' 
abilities by getting the 
government involved. 

PATRICK W. BANKSTON 

^-Q//W^2^ Valparaiso 
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Voting must be 
civic priority 

I live in Gary. I've been a bus 
driver for 26 years. Fm 
becoming very active in labor 
and politics. . 

Voting is one of my pnonty 
issues in this election. I hope all 
Americans becoine active and 
vote in this important, election. It 
is time for a change. We need 
new (and Democratic) 
leadership in the White House 
and in the Indiana Senate. 

If this hapi)ens, such issues as 
workplace fairness, striker 
replacement, and health care 
reform may become law. 

In 1988 George Bush got a.8 
percent of the vote, Michael 
Dukakis got 24.3 percent and I 
don't care" got 48.9 percent - 
the 90 million Americans who did 
not vote. ■ , „ 

Register and vote wi Nov. 3. 

TOMMIE W. WILLIAMS 



Don't base vote 
on one issue 

Are you a one issue voter? Do 
youvote on only one issue like 
handguns, abortions, or the 

^"Slothisuntil.Isa.me 

bigger picture. As aumon ^eel 
Sffker^wiU spend more than 1/ 

^ of mv adult life at worK. 

I Se found I need to vote on 
isL^ttitwinprfctn^nghts 
at the workplace, issuer W^e 

^Snrsa»«s 
arel?4lSt.onlyttjatwe 
as the working class must put 

first ttungs&st gopKo 

^-Ci\[qifiZ Portage 



Dismantling CIA 
should be issue 

If these two gems we have 
running for president were 
sincere about morality — which 
seems to be the theme between 
the two — shouldn't they talk 
about dismantling the most 
deceitful agency and the shadow 
government of America, the 
CIA? It would definitely be a 
savings of untold billions but not 
a woi^ about that from either 
one of them. 

We are known worldwide as 
the "ugly Americans" primarily 
because of the CIA's deceit, 
duplicity and interf errence in 
foreign affairs, mayhem and 
murder from Vietnam to Iran 
Contra with George Bush being 
an intragal part of it from 
director to participating conduit. 

This is the agency about whose 
creation Bteny Trunian was 
apprehensive. Its forerunner was 
the Office of Static Services 
(OSS). President Eisenhower 
also feared it and its con^dres, 
the military sQid industrial 
con^)lex. JFK was going to clip 
its wings driamaticsdly because of 
the CIA ill-advised Bay of Pigs 
fiasco. But assassination 
intervened. 

Jim Garrison, the then district 
attorney in New Orleans, was 
really onto something superbly 
relavent but the shadow 
government (CIA) and the 
Justice Department either in 
concert or through plain fear and 
intimidation were able to make a 
buf oon out of him through the 
liberal media. , 

Oliver Stone's movie, "JFK 
was an attempt to bring the 
deserving truth to the American 
people. Why does the truth or 
evidence have to be suppressed 
and locked away for 50 or 75 
years? If anyone is gulhble 
enough to believe in Arlen 
Specter's "Magic buUet theory" 
then you are dumb enough to 
believe the liberal media, one of 
his ardent sponsors. 

GtoTge Bush and the 
Democrat-controlled Congress 
have failed miserably. Bill 
Clinton can conceivably do 
worse, being a more typic^ 
government-dole Democrat, 
along with his backstreet affairs 
and questionable military 
patriotism. 

The government can give you 
no more than what it takes from 
you. It is made up of 
unproductive spending 
bureaucratic leeches and notmng 

p"wt ROBERT J. F^LL 



Fiscal plans 
need discussion 

' Gov. Evan Bayh's refusal to 
discuss his fiscal plans for 
Indiana until he receives revenue 
forecast revisions in December 
may be good politics, but it is not 
good government and certainly is 
not statesnaan-like. 

If voters recognize the 
contempt for their intelligence 
shown by Bayh's and Ann 
"DeLackey's" stonewalling, the 
refusal may be bad politics as 
well. 

Twice each year state 
government is presented with 
revenue forecasts based upon 
nonpartisan projections of 
growth in the state's economy 
and the sales and income taxes 
this will produce. These forecasts 
come out in June and December. 

In 1991, although state 
revenues had trailed forecast 
each month since June, Bayh 
waited until the December 
forecast to attempt to revise 
state spending to keep it in line 
with reduced revenue growth. 
Despite a flourish of fancy words 
and theatrical actions — such as 
leaving early from a December 
Urban League dinner in Lake 
County to "work on the budget 
problem" — the governor 
produced a . spineless, no-brainer 
"across the board" (sort of) 
spending cut as part of his 
January state-of-the-state 
address. 

The people of Indiana are 
entitled to know whether, if Evan 
Bayh is re-elected, he plans four 
more years of this indecisive, 
* *decisions-may-off end-someone- 



an d-cost-votes" state 
government by reaction. 

The governor ah-eady knows 
state revenues for the first three 
of six months against the most 
recent forecast. Do these results 
indicate the already massive 
deficit will be worse than 
emected? K so, how will it be 
handled? What kind of starting 
cash balance does it imply for 
fiscal 1993-95, and how would a 
re-€lected Gov. Bayh handle 
that? 

Evan Bayh is not just a 
candidate for governor, he is the 
governor. Candidates can risk 
saying nothing, but an incumbent 
seeking re-election says nothing 
at the risk of unemployment. 

i JOHN A. JOHNSON 
Rr 9poW2. Valparaiso 



Labor must 
initiate change 

The American workers* dream 
of life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness is disappearing like 
magic ink from the Constitution. 

Organized labor has always 
played a major role in securing 
the best possible benefits, wages 
and woiWng conditions for our 
members. As a result of unions' 
efforts, other unorganized 
workers (including management) 
have gained as their standards of 
living improved. 

But the past 12 years have 
' iht about dramatic changes 

oie way organized labor has 
had to wage its fight for its 
members and for ttieir survival. 

Changes in labor laws have 
created an uneven playing field 
and unbalanced the power vastly 
m favor of management. Once 
unions had the ultimate and most 
lethal weapon on its side to bring 
about economic change. Now the 
right to strike without fear of 
being permanently replaced is 
being challenged by corporate 
giants. 

Other agencies, like OSHA, 
NLRB, EPA, and EEOC also 
have contributed to the demise of 
workers* rights and to the lack of 
safer working conditions on the 
job because of limited or no 
penalties levied for violations. 

As was stated by Barbara 
Jordan at the recent Democratic 
Convention, **It is time for 
change, from what to what?" 

Anytime there has been major 
**change'' in this country it has 
mainly come from the efforts of 
workers within the labor 
movement. 

We have an obligation to 
ourselves, our children, and for 
the future direction this great 
nation will take. A small step is 
to vote on Nov. 3. 

^ LORENZO CROWELL 

^ ^l2\{Q^ Gary 



National health 
insurance needed 

We desperately need national 
health insurance. I realize there 
could be drawbacks to that kind 
of insurance, but I don*t know 
what else we can do. 

Medical costs are going up by 
14 percent annually, which is 
two-and-half times the rate of 
inflation. (Doctor heal thyself.) 
Recentiy we saw what soaring 
health care costs did to the 
Porter County budget. 

Pharmaceutical companies are 
gouging us. Some years the drug 
companies have bigger profits 
than any other industry. 

President Bush*s health care 
plan is a joke. It allows about 

$3,800 per year in income tax 
credits for medical expenses. 

There are two serious 
drawbacks to this plan. Many 
people do not earn enough money 
to owe ^,800 in income, taxes per 
year. The other weakness is if a 
person has a major operation, 
$3,800 is not enough. 

There are several Democratic 
health insurance plans, and all of 
them are better than the 
Republican plan. 

^-Oh7iQo H.J.STEINER 
K ^(2Zl^7^ Oiesterton 



County Council 
needs change 

This is the year to effect major 
changes in the Porter County 
Council. The senior members of 
this council lack even the most 
basic foresight and planning 
skills required to have 
anticipated and avdded the 
critical problems the county 
confronts. 

Like an ongoing soap opera, 
each day's newspaper brings to 
light new wrinkles in the county 
budgetary crisis. Daily, council 
incumbents announce additional 
problems that have mysteriously 
cropped up to attack the 
financial int^rity of our county. 

Officials suggest these 
problems magically appeared 
from nowhere to sucker punch 
the councU's best laid efforts to 
guide the county. 

The causes underlying our 
crisis have been at work for 
more than a decade. For years, 
the federal govemmenf has been 
increasingly less willing to help 
localities stay financially afloat. 

Remember revenue sharing? 
That just went away. At the 
same time Washington has been 
mandating additional programs 
but neglecting to appropriate the 
funds to pay for them. 

The states, intum, have passed 
the responsibility along to local 
governments. Add to this an 
increase in social problems 
(increasing drug use, for 
e^tample, requiring more police, 
I aore courts, more jails; or the 
exploding rate of teenage 
pregnancy and its associated 
heavy demand on locally 
administered social services) 
and local governments are 
coming up dry. 



Porter County's situation is not 
mystifying. Anyone with brains 
enough to read the evening 
newspaper would have seen the 
coming attractions played out in 
communities and counties 
throughout the country. 

What is impossible to 
understand ~ much less forgive * 
— is why the braintrust on the 
council with its years of 
incumbent experience was so 
dumbf oundedly caught flat 
footed. 

At a special coimcil meeting in 
. August, Mike Bucko, manager of 
one of the largest businesses in 
the county, asked pointed 
questions concerning projected 
coimty revenues aniT 
expenditures. 

The smoke and mirror answers 
offered by council members did 
little to obscure the fact they 
didn't have a clue as to how to 
manage a household — much less 
a county — on a strict budget. 

For example, to those of us~ 
who woik for a living it is a 
given you don't build a house 
without the assurance of a secure 
job and a steady paychedc. 

Our coundl, however, is 
incurring millions of dollars of 
liabilities to build offices and 
courtrooms for employees and 
judges it can't afford to pay. 

What is sad is when the dog 
and pony show in the newspapers 
is over, the council wiU come to 
the inescapable conclusion taxes 
will have to be raised. This is 
what the politicians have been 
saying and pushing for. 

There is another alternative. It 
is time for a significant change 
in county government. A place to 
begin is with the incumbent 
members of the Porter County 
Council. Please vote on Nov. 3. 
^ ^ JOHNH.SPINKSSR. 
^^Usicil^ Hebron 



B£STOO?¥AW!LADL£ 



Credit law needs 
reform, updating 

Everyone has heard about the 
problems nagging the credit 
reporting industry over the past 
two years. The issue has 
awakened the national media 
armies from Nightline to 20/20 to 
special reports by seemingly 
every oews anchor across 
America. 

Congress is considering 
legislation to update federal law 
regulating the credit reporting 
industry. The bill is H.R. 3596, 
the Consumer Reporting Reform 
Act of 1992. It is the result of four 
congressional hearings held over 
two years and manv months of 
discussion. This bill is an 
excellent approach to amending 
the Fair Credit Reporting Act 
Unfortunately, the chance of 
the bill's passage is slim* States 
that have their own version of a 
fair credit reporting bill, 
consumer groups and members 
of Congress want to kill the bill 
because it contains a provision 
vrhich would prevent the passing 
cf conflicting state credit 
reporting laws. 

Terminating the Wi for this 
reason would be naive, 
self-serving, and wrong for the 
following reasons: 

• Credit granting and credit 
reporting industries have become 
interstate businesses. Consumers 
enjoy the benefits of our credit 



driven society that enable them 
to apply for, obtain, and use 
credit. 

They carry credit cards from 
banks in distant states, have 
mortgages with companies 
thousands of miles away from 
home and use retail chaise 
accounts issued with national 
companies. 

Our competitive national credit 
system in uie United States 
allows consumers to get lower 
interest rates, waived annual 
fees, and differing payment 
options. It lets consumers shop 
for the best credit opportunity 
available in the marketplace. 

• The Consumer Reporting 
Reform Act contains more than 
45 consimier protection 
provisions and is significaiitiy 
stronger than any state credit 
reporting le^idation. It would 
update the law passed 21 years 
ago before technology and the 
marketplace duuiged the 
industry dramatically. 

Nothing siq>ports the need for 
one uniform federal statute more 
than the fact the credit reporting 
industry has gone from 2,200 
local credit bureaus ten years 
ago to 800 credit bureaus, many 
of which are supported by three 
nationwide credit reporting 
systems, (EQUIFAX, TRANS 
UNION, TRW.) For example. 
Credit Bureau Services Inc. is 
affiliated on the Equifax National 
Network and Syst^. 
• There are many instances 



where federal law takes 
precedence over state laws, 
especially with rei5)ect to 
protecting consumer rights, 
while conducting interstate 
commerce. 

For instance, federal laws 
dealing with credit billing, debt 
collecting, product safety, and 
warranties have preemptive 
provisions. 

Federal preemption is good for 
Americans when dealing with 
laws that need to be national in 
scope and that is the reason for it 
being in H.It 3596. 

Credit reportinjg is a national 
issue and it requires Federal 
legislation. If the critics of H.R. 
3596 succeed in killing the bill, 
consumers once again haye lost 
. out to those who pursue their own 
special interest at the expense of 
everyone else.^^^^^ ^ 

9 1 SSjfi'^ vice president 
Credit Bureau Services Inc. 

Valparaiso 



Keep weapons 
for protection 

BiU O'Reilly, host of Inside 
Edition, advises you to give up 
your car and money when 
accosted by street car jackers. 

When your government sent 
you to Europe, the Pacific, Korea 
and Vietnam, it became your 
moral responsibility to kOl tiie 
enemy — a person unknown to 

you and who has no more malice 
against you than you have of 
him. 

But now this same government 
doesn't want you to own a gun to 
defend yourself and your loved 
ones against these street apes. 

Don't ever give up your 
weapons, your last line of 
defense to protect you and your 
family against these dregs of 
society. 

Lawyers, the judicial system 
and the government protect 
criminal rights, but not yours. 
Bless the brave Korean in San 
Bernardino who shot the four 
animals holding up his business. 
It should be a signal to people 
who are bullied by these animals. 
^ ^, , ROBERT J. FADELL 
^<?/PSf:?2- Portage 
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Thank senators 
for support 

I thank senators Richard 
Lugar and Dan Coats for their 
support during this time of stress 
with these infernal dunes 
e]q)ansion bills. 

I thank them for holdmg fast 
on the exemption of the state 
Route 49 corridor and the Greco 
property (in Beverly Shores) 
from this latest attempt to get 
private property from private 
citizens. 

It isn't easy being so steadfast 
in the face of such extreme 

LOISNICHOI^N 
Kr9(i^P2- Chesterton 



Time is ripe 
for change 

Pope and I were on our way 
home one night from USX after 
spending 10 hours throwing 
bricks, carrying mortar, and 
breathdng silica sand and 
graphite. 

Relining blast furnaces is not 
easy work, but it does pay well. 
Both of us are in a faniily way 
and felt fortunate to have good 
paying jobs in a time when so 
many seemed to be suffering. 

That gratitude became sharply 
acute as we approached the 
intersection at Highway 6 and 149 
near South Haven. There we saw 
a hapless fellow wearing a 
sandwich sign stating his urgent 
plea, "HAVE FAMILY - WILL 
WORK FOR FOOD — WE ARE 
HUNGRY." 

We understand families need to 
feel safe and secure. Being in a 
family way, we understand how 
much they require food, water, 
shelter and warmth. 

Sustaining thece basic needs 
and combining them with 
education and sense of belonging 
enables every family member to 
achieve some sense of self 
actualization. That is the family 
way and it is a great 
responsibility. 

In retrospect, having been 
subjected to 12 years of the 
Reagan-Bush«Quayle agenda, I 



regret we did not stop and try to 
help tiiat poor fellow. I really do 
feel kinder, gentler, hell, even 
docile at times. NOT! 

K everything is relative, the 
effects of tricMe down economics 
have left the families of this 
great nation malnourished and 
severely dehydrated. It has 
created a desert of opportunity 
and basic needs are not being 
met. 

All of us will agree a trickle of 
water and crumbs of bread will 
not sustain a family for very 
long. 

In the same respect, low 
paying jobs, welfare benefits, 
and unemployment checks do not 
enhance a family's sense of 
safety, security, and well-being. 
Tliese are measures that keep 
the wolves from the door, 

ueorge Bush and the religious 
zealots that surround him have 
implied we lack something they 
call family values. It is rumored 
they talk to God, and that he 
really is on their side. 

Give us a break, no better yet, 
give us a job. We are waiting for 
that trickle of endless pizza and 
sparlding fairytales that truly 
insults the intelligence. 

This misguided economic 
policy has eroded 4he human 
spirit and has left less fortunate 
citizens lethargic, comatose, and 
near death. As wealth and 
opportunity defies gravity and 
floods upward and out of the 



country, those who labor are left 
with stagr^t pools of water and 
crumbs of bread. 

The Republican policies of the 
last 12 years has resulted in the 
"rich becoming richer and the 
poor becoming poorer". The 
disproportionate accumulation of 
wealth has not resulted in the 
creation of new industries and 
job opportunities for the people 
of this country. 

Quite the contrary, they seek 
even cheaper labor markets in 
developing countries. They 
practice capitalism in a classic 
Victorian style, paying 
subsistence wages, utilizing child 
labor, and wreaking havoc on the 
environment. We purchase their 
products with our unemployment 
checks. 

America where are you? We 
gathered at the well of economic 
opportunity only to find sand, 
rock, and the dried bones of 
others who have suffered there. 
How long can a family survive on 
a trickle of water and crumbs of 
bread? Not very long. 

It is time to open the floodgates 
a little more, and let the river 
run so everyone can drink. We 
owe it to each other and to the 
children. The time is ripe for 
change. Please register and vote 
N&^;. 3. 

POf l^\Ci7^ TIMOTHY RUE 
' * Valparaiso 



Caught off guard 
by political letter 

Republican, Democrat and 
independent candidates seeking 
office at all levels of government, 
raise money for tiieir campaigns 
through various fund-raising 
efforts such direct mail, ^oS 

outings, hog roasts and the like. 
It costs money to wage an 
effective bid for public office. 

However, when a candidate, or 
candidate's conunittee must 
resort co the practice of 
rhetorical verbiage and trickery 
via campaign solicitation letters, 
it's time to take a good hard 
look, and more closely examine 
the candidate and his/her 
motivation for seeking the office 
desired. * 

Having never met, talked with, 
or had any direct contact with 
Porter County commissioner 
candidate Michael Haughee, a 
letter from him thanking me for 
my "ideas, suggestions and 
assistance dunng the May, 1992 
primary canq)aign," caught me 
off guard. I am sure it also did 
other prospective contributors 
and volunteers that received it. 

I was moderately baffled by 
the statements because my \df e, 
Karen, and I have publicly, 
privately and without a doubt, 
supported Republican Brian 
Gesse, for south district 
commissioner. 

Karen and I have, and will 
continue to offer our ''ideas and 
suggestions'' to our good friend, 
Brian Gesse, to ensure our 
family and the citizens of Porter 
County continue to have good, 
honest, solid and no-nonsense 
representation from the south 
Porter County. 

, CHARLES W. CONOVER 
Kr ^/3o|^2^ Valparaiso 



Questionnaire 
allows comment 

I thank U.S. Rep. Jim Jontz, 
I>-Monticello, for sending out the 
Fifth District progress report 
and questionaire. 

I hope everybody filled them 
out and returned them, so he has 
a good sense of what we need. 
This ^ves us an opportunity to 
participate in the decisions made 
in Washington that affect us back 
home. 

^EDMUM) C. HAMILTON JR. 
f^' ^]30h2. Hebron 



Can indebted 
nation survive? 

Two score and eleven years 
ago our forefathers te-ought forth 
unto this country a new concept 
of government — deficit spending 
and inflation. These ideals are 
dedicated to the principal of 
spend now and pay when you can 
affort it. 

We are engaged in a great 
debate, testing whether this 
nation or any other nation, so 
indebted to itself can long 
endure. We are also engaged in a 
great debate in which two 
aspiring candidates for president 
with persuasive views wish to 
solve ttiis crisis. It is fitting and 
proper that they do so. 

But in a larger sense, we 
cannot solve flhis problem 
overnight. The inability of our 
leaders to hold the line on 
spending and see toward the 
future for our children has 
caused and will heap untold 
hardships upon future 
generations. People will not 
remember ^^t is said here but 
will long remember the 
weaknesses of our leaders to 
control spending. 

It is rather for us to offer 
support for the self-conscious 
leaders who are trying to 
dedicate themselves to reality. 

Be it resolved that the defeat of 
the country, by the leaders, and 
no good for the people, be forever 
removed from our land. 
0 (7/avb^RUSSELLL. JENKINS 
K ¥/3)R2. Wanatah 
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Voters poised 
to make mistake 

At the end of World War n an 
ungrateful British electorate 
ousted Wnston Churchill's 
Conservative Party in favor of 
the changes proniised by the 
Labor (Socialist) Party. The 
result was econonaic and political 
decline not reversed until the 
election of the great Margaret 
Thatcher in 1979. 

American voters seem poised 
to conmiit the same mistake — 
to desert a Republican Party 
which has won the Cold War, 
lowered federal income tax rates 
by 25 percent, cut inflation from 
12 percent to 3 percent, cut 
interest rates from 21 percent to 
8 percent, restored America's 
prestige in the world, created 
millions of new jobs, and given 
Americans economic hope that 
had almost disappeared during 
the malaise of the late 1970's. 

Never mind that Democratic 
policies bring inflation, high 
taxes, high interest rates, a weak 
and dangerous defense and 
foreign policy» and promotion of 
the counter culture. 

Americans want change so 
badly they may actually vote for 
more government, which already 
takes 40 percent of our national 
income, and less freedom and 
less wealth through Bill Clinton. 

But that's the way with human 
nature. Many a story can be told 
of men who left their faithful . 



wives, lured by the promises 
imagined in ottier women (or 
men). Now they lie dying of 
AIDS. 

As expected, the national 
media, cartoonists, and opinion 
makers — 80 percent liberal 
according to surveys — viewed 
the Republican convention with a 
negative eye. 

But average Americans saw 
the Republicans focus a great 
light on America's true 

problems. For there has been a 
culture war going on for some 25 
years, and the attacks have come 
from those who hate America's 
traditional values. 

At practically every level of 
American culture, the 
anti-religious, pro-abortion, 
pro*homosexual, and big 
government army has won. But 
to the credit of the Republicans 
there is still a party with 
principles written into its 
platform. 

While many people were 
disappointed by George Bush's 
signing of the ''deficit reduction" 
bill in 1990, Bush now stands as 
the little Dutch boy at the dike 
willing and able to stop the gush 
of government programs and 
socialist legislation which will 
poor from a liberal Democratic 
president united with a liberal 
Democratic Congress. 

Register to vote Nov. 3 and 
give George Bush a Republican 
Congress. If you want change at 
least make it for the better. 
t> qU,^^ MARTIN HENRICHS 
^i^^ Valparaiso 
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Life sacred 
for everyone 

Just because it was thousands 
of years ago that the Creator of 
mankind said, ''Tbou shall not 
kill," doesn't make it obsolete 
today. 

God is still speaking to the 
hearts of those that will listen. 
God said He would write His 
laws on our hearts and impress 
them upon our minds. If those 
that support abortion on demand 
would simply pray and ask God 
what is right, there would be no 
great debate in this country. 

No longer do pro-abortion 
advocates say the fetus is not a 
life as they did in the beginning. 
We know if it were not a life, 
there would be no need for an 
aborti(xi. 

I took offense at the editorial 
cartoon in the Sept; 12 
Vidette-Messenger Opinion 
section that pictured the pro-life 
view of women as being 

expendable incubators. 

We don't only claim life is 
sacred for babies but for 
everyone, including moms with 
problems. That's why the 
country is full of pro-life help 
centers with volunteers that give 
their time, and supporters that 
give their money to do 
everytiiing possible to help 
mothers and babies. 

Homes and food and medical 
expenses are provided for those 
that need it. There are people 
who spend hours talking with, 
and praying for those that enter 
their doors. They are also more 
than willing to help those that 
are suCf ering in their bodies and 
consciences because of past 
abortions. 

Jesus didn't teach selective 
compassion. Those that listen to 
Him, value every life. 
n r^Ur^ln^ KATHY CROSS 
^^9/lSR2. Wanatah 



Before caDing 
check billing 

The Chicago television stations 
recently have carried stories 
about pay phones ope^rated by 
companies other than ATT that 
charge outrageous prices for 
phone calls placed at the airport. 

The reporters warned people to 
look at the card on the phone to 
see if it is operated by ATT or to 
ask the operator the name of the 
company that will bill the call if 
they are using a calling card. 

I want to reinforce that 
warning. When I opened my GTE 
bill this monthj I found a dbarge 
for $26.67 for a half-hour, everting 
rate call from Pennsylvania to 
Valparaiso. I was sure it was a 
computer error. 

I called GTE to straighten out 
the **error." I discovered a 
company called Operator Assist 
Network was the company that 
handled the call because neither 
my MCI nor GTE calling card 
had gone through from me motel 
room phone. These independent 
phone companies bill through 
GTE. 

The GTE representative told 
me to call the service to dispute 
the billing. Although I didn't 
think there was much chance it 
would reduce the charge, I 
called. To my surprise, the 
service representative said it 
could give me a ''one-time 
courtesy reduction" in my bill to 
the GTE rate. The refund was 
almost $21. 

K you get a charge on your 
GTE bill from one of these 
independent phone companies, 
try calling 1-400-343-5244 to give 
you a number for the billing 
office of the company that 
over-charged and you might get 
the bill reduced. 

BEVERLY OVERMYER 
^ 9/^2./i92^ Valparaiso 
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Support gifted 
in academics 

"Coopjerative learning" is a 
hoax being perpetrated in our 
school system, as well as 
nationally. It is being tauted as 
the panacea for the ills of 
American education. 

Formerly called "groiQ) work," 
it is students working together in 
groups to accomplish a learning 
task. It didn't work then and it's 
not working for our children. 

Dr. John Feldheusen of the 
Purdue University Gifted 
Education Resource Institute has 
called cooperative learning a 
hoax. The research shows the 
opposite of \diat is desired 
occurs — weaker students are 
not motivated to learn by the 
stronger students, but tend to not 
work any harder at learning. 
They rely on the industrious 
students to do most of the work 
and then take undue credit for 
the g^ol^)'s success. 

Learning does not improve or 
increase, but the group dynamics 
which occur tend to cause 
resentment among those who do 
not need group assistance in 
learning and ttiose who do not 
put forth an effort. Educational 
achievement at the lower level 
learner does not significantly 
increase. 

However, placing academically 
aggressive learners with their 
academically advanced peers, as 
seen at New York's 
Bedford-Stujoresant High School, 
leads to the result exceeding the 
sum of its parts. 

This isnbt evident among less 
gifted learners, nor in 
heterogeneous mixing of 
abilities. On the contrary, lower 
level learners do not rise to the 



level of the more advanced 
learners, but we see a regression 
of those at the higher levels. 

Another concern is why the 
Valparaiso Conununity School 
System does not have a full-time, 
all-subject academically gifted 
program such as that in tihe Gary 
Public Schools, which serves as a 
state model site for gifted 
education? That program is a 
full K-12 program. 

Certainly Valparaiso has a 
large number of identifiable 
"gffted learners" in its schools. 
So why doesn't it have an actual 
full-time program to meet the 
academic needs of the most able 
learners in all academic 
subjects. 

We as a conununity can and 
should support the academically 
gifted to the extent we support 
our athletically and musically 
gifted students. 

Qh xlon RAY RUSNAK 
^1^51H2^ Valparaiso 



Cable rate, rent 
show big increase 

A few short years ago my 
cable TV rate was about |7 per 
month. It is now more than $21, a 
300 percent increase. 

These are areas the federal 
government should get involved 
with when people fr<»n 
Louisville, Ky. can stick it to us 
at will. 

I live in Camelot Estates 
Mobile Home Park and our rent 
has more than doubled since 1985 
with two out-of-state lawyers 
owning this park as well as 39 
others. 

These are the people ^o 
create inflation through their 
personal greed. I wish Uncle 
Sam would stick it to you people 
for a change. 

, , ROBERT J. FADELL 
'Rr^/;^3/^:2L Portage 
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What are roots 
of anti-semitism? 

As an avid reader of history 
books, I like to ponder questions 
that come down through history. 

One recurring question in 
European history is "Where does 
anti-semitism come from?" The 
Jews are surely the most 
stubborn people in Christendom. 
They absolutely will not conform 
to the prevailing Christian 
religion in Europe and America. 
They cling tenaciously to their 
ancient Judaic religion. Give 
them an "A plus" for courage. 

Anti-semitism comes from the 
Christian doctrine of 

"exclusiveness". The Christians 
believe they are the only 
woitliwhile people in the world 
and all the non-Christians are 
basically trash. 

The Christian clergy are taught 
this doctrine in the seminaries 
and go forth from there to spread 
the word among the laity. How 
anyone can want to join an 
"exclusive" elitist religion like 
this is more than I can 
understand. 

I suppose the Jews have only 
themselves to blame though 
since this "exclusiveness" 
doctrine in Christianity obviously 
comes from the Jews own 
doctrine of "God's Chosen 
People". Talk about boomerangs. 

Why don't we all embrace a 
loving, tolerant religion like 
Unitarianism or Reform 
Judaism? Wouldn't that be much 
better? 

(5r^/A3/?2- EDGUSTAFSON 
Chesterton 



Band tournament 
display of future 

Listening to or reading the 
news, we might believe our youth 
have gone to the dogs and 
parents don't care. 

(?ome to the Indiana 
Tournament of Bands this 
Saturday at Chesterton High 
School's Troy Field and see "the 
wav things ought to be." 

On that day Chesterton wiU 
have Munchkins in the Oz 

Festival parade and munchers 
along the sidewalks but pay 
special attention to the many 
high school marching bands in 
the parade ^o have come from 
all over the Midwest to conmete 
m the tournament hosted mhe 
Trojan Guard. ^ 

These thousands of young 
people have practiced for months 
m aU weather extremes. They 
have traveled thousands of miles 
to compete at various locations 
m neighboring states. They have 
overcome adversities, 
experienced the occasional thrill 
of victories, and learned to deal 
with their defeats, just as in life. 

If they perform their best, each 
member feels the satisfaction 
and pride of the accomplishment 
no matter how they are ranked 
by the judges. 

For several years, I have 
observed the fine, young people 
in the Trojan Guard and in other 
high school marching bands and 
also the parents of these students 
and the teaching staff who work 
tirelessly to organize and 
promote the marching band 
experience. 

The courage and excitement of 
the students is an inspiration for 
our future and the dedication of 
the parents and teaching staff is 
a credit to the spirit of 
involvement with our young 
people to work for a better 
future. 

&q^it6/?7 WILLIAM L. NKSCH 
KT^H^rt^ Chesterton 
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Law creates open 
season on cats 

On Sept. 19 at about 8:30 a.m., 
two neighbors were in the street 
arguing about the new leash law 
for cats. The man said he was 
going to kill the cat, and the 
woman stated she'd not heard 
about the law, which doesn't 
surprise me as it had just been in 
the newspaper that morning. 

To prove nis point the man 
went over to another neighbor's 
house, where the cat was sitting, 
went onto their property and 
grabbed the cat by the neck. 

Walking bade to the street, he 
began swinging the cat above his 
head as fast as he could whirl 
hinL Tbd woman ran over and 
pushed him yelling, ''Stop it, stop, 
it, you'U hurt hincL" At this the 
num raised tibe cat Ugh above 
his bead and body slammed him 
to the pavement of the street. 

I watched in horror as the cat 
lay there. He was still a second 
and then staggered to a croudied 
position. It swayed back and 
forth and then staggered 
sideways into a clump of bushes 
a few inches away, where it 
collapsed. 

The woman cried, "you've hurt 
him" and ran off down the street. 
A few seconds later she returned 
with the cat's owners. The little 
girl retrieved her kitten and ran 
back to her house while the 
adults tried to hash things out. 

The first word that entered my 
. mind at this point was 
"spineless." I'm not trying to say 
the man was spineless as that 
would be silly. People aren't 
spineless. iScme animals are, like 
jellyfish. But then I've never 
seen a jellyfish body slam a cat. 
Perhaps he would if he were 20 
times the cat's size. Not to say 
the man's a coward either. I'm 
sure he'd have abused the cat if 
he were only 10 times the cat's 
size. 

At this point the spineless one 
was telling the cat's owner the 
cat wasn't hurt. Everyone knows 
a cat is a dumb animal and 
totally incapable of any emotions 
or feelings. Or is that the 
neighbor? I get the two mixed ' 
up. 

I later heard the cat died. 
Apparently the new leash law 
has made it open season on cats. 
In our neighborhood we are cat 
lovers. Moist of us have cats. The 



cat in the article was fed by 
many of us. I have a cat myself. 
. I will tiy to keep him inside but 
I'm terrified he'll get out and fall 
into the hands of the slam-dunk 
artist. 

p a/^nbn PAULA TAYLOR 
*<r ^ ( A /^f ^ Valparaiso 



It's too early 
for Christmas 

The other day while shopping 
at a local discount department 
store I heard a familiar but 
misplaced sound — Christmas 
music. 

I followed the sound and when 
I found the source I was Bxnazed 
to see an entire aisle full of bell 
rin^ng Santas and other 
Christmas decorations. 

Christmas is my favorite 
holiday and like many other 
people, I like to plan ahead for 
the seasons shopping, decorating 
and other festivities. However, 
it's only the middle of 
September. My children don't 
even have their Halloween 
costumes yet. Thanksgiving is 
still more than two months away. 

By observing tiie reaction of 
the other shoppers, I could tell 
most of them felt the same. It is 
too early. If the merchants 
continue to start displaying these 
Christmas items so early, they 
are going to create a lot more 
Scrooges. People will get 
annoyed at seeing these things in 
the stores so far ahead of time. 

There is nothing wrong with 
planning in advance, but this is 
overdoing it. Let's go back to 
seeing Christmas decoations at a 
more traditional time of year. At 
least let us get throu^ 
Halloween first. 
^ , KATHY WHTTTAKER 

^9(^7/^2- Portage 



Please follow 
safety rules 

I am a Valpiaraiso school bus 
driver. I ask the man who ran 

my hMS* stop arm and puUed 
around my bus on the right — 
which is ttie loading side — why? 

This occurred Tuesday, Sept. 
23, 7:30 a.m., on the comer of 
Chamblee. Peachtree runs into 
Chamblee. He came off 
Peachtree. 

I was waiting for a student 
coming up the right side of my 
bus. I%e driver of the maroon 
and grey mini van could not see 
the right side. I had my stop arm 
and lights activated. He 



surprised me by this action. He 
had come to a stop. Evidently I 
kept him too long. I could not get 
his license number, but I could 
see his face. 

Next to him sat a young boy of 
middle school or elementary 
school age. What was he 
thinking? Had he hit the child, 
what would he have said? 

The people in that area are 
friendly and courteous, as I hope 
I always am. 

If you recognize yourself here, 
please be alert to us and the 
children we carry. Though it 
would not have been my fault, I 
would have felt responsible and 
never been able to forget 

Please remember we drivers 
can see and know where our kids 
are — you don't. 

GLORIA EICHELBERG 
^ ^ 1 Valparaiso 



State should pay 
escapee damage 

Westville Corrections and other 
institutions have always had a 
problem with criminals escaping 
from their custody. 

These incidents have caused 
property damage, bodily harm, 
and even the deatti of some 
innocent citizens. Elderly people, 
and young children in our 
conununity have no real 
protection against these 
criminals when they escape. 

We have formed a group called 
Westville Community Citizens 
Watch. WCCW is about as 
non-profit and grass roots as we 
can get. Everytiiing we do is paid 
for by digging into our own 
pockets or purses. No one gets 
any money, or any other k&d of 
consideration for this effort. 

On the Feb. 8, two criminals 
left Westville Corrections. They 
went to the Szymczak's where 
they stole a pickup. Had WCCW 
been notif ieo, several of our 
neighbors could have called the 
police when they saw or heard 
these convicts come by their 
homes and Szymczak's could 
have secured their property. 

Attorney General linley 
Pearson hopes we will elect him 
as governor. His hireling, Carita 
M. Hununel, has detemndned 
anyone who gets harmed by an 



escaped criminal has not 
protected himself properly, and 
has no reason to ask for financial 
recompense. 

She told the Szymczaks and 
Rep. Mary Kay Budak they have 
no right to know why their claim 
has been denied and that it's 
their responsibility to hire an 
attorney and sue ttie state, "after 
aU, they knew they lived near a 
prison." 

The criminal is responsible, not 
the person who is victimized. 
Those who are incarcerated and 
who are wards of the state are 
not to be exonerated simply 
because they escaped or were 
released improperly. 

Pearson is not oidy the 
attorney for the state, but also 
for the citizens of the state. Do 
the terms citizen, taxpayer, or 
VOTER have any meaning to 
you? Please give your 
constituents some serious 
consideration. Thank you on 
behalf of the Westville 
ConMnunitj' Citizens Wateh. 

PAUL K. BRUBAKER SR. 
Q/^Q/O?^ Westville 
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Help don't hmiSier 



Government should make 
registering, voting easier 

It is no surprise Indiana has been labeled by the 
League of Women Voters as one of the worst 
states in the nation when it comes to its system of 
registering voters. 

Indiana's registration system is confusing, 
cumbersome and inconvenient. Instead of making it 
easy for citizens to register to vote, it makes it difficult 
for citizens to engage in the electoral system. 

For example, Sunday is the last day for field voter 
registration. That means people can no longer set up 
voter registration booths. And this is aknost two 
months before election day. 

After Sunday, people have to go to the Voter 
Registration Office in the County Courthouse to register 
during office hours. And you have to be registered 30 
days before the election or you can't vote. 

Congress should override President Bush's veto of the 
National Voter Registration Act. If it does not, 
Indiana's General Assembly should enact legislation 
making it easier for Hoosiers to register. 

Those opposing easy registration say it invites fraud, 
but there is no evidence this has occurred to a great 
extent in states with more streamline registration 
systems than Indiana's. 

In this day of voter discontent, states should work to 
clear the way for people to vote instead of putting 
roadblocks in their way. 



Common sense 

Rebuild Homestead only 
if needed; if not, close it 

While everyone wants to see federal aid go to 
help the people of south Florida rebuild their 
shattered communities^ a foolish, pandering 
pledge by President Bush to rebuild Ifomestead Air 
Force Base goes too far. 

In the shadow of a swollen federal budget deficit. 
Bush has asked Congress to spend $480 million to 
rebuild a military base which barely survived one 
round of base closings and could be recommended for 
closing by the federal base closure conmiittee in 
March* 

On Tuesday, the Senate voted to provide $10.5 billion 
to aid areas affected by Hurricane Andrew and Iniki 
^ and Typhoon Omar. That package included $92 nwllion 
; to clean up Homestead, but the $480 million to rebuild 
the base was cut by the Senate Appropriations 
Committee. However, supporters may fight to have it 
put back when members of the House and Senate meet 
to reconcile their differentbOls. 
: Last year, Indiana's only two military bases were 
: ordered closed by the closure conamittee. Florida has 13 
active military bases. Most of Homestead's mission 
already has been given to some of these other Florida 
bases. 

Rep. Jim Jontz, D-Monticello, has asked that some of 
Homestead's duties be transferred to Grissom Air 
Force Base, an air base in central Indiana which is 
' slated for closing. We believe that is a much better way 
to handle the situation than the option sliding around 
Congress. 

We echo Jontz's question, "Why spend money to 
rebuild Homestead AFB when there are bases like 
Grissom all across the country that are capable of 
supporting Homestead AFB's mission? Why should we 
spend money that we are saving on base closings to 
keep Homestead open?'' 

Elections cause politicians to perform strange 
gyrations to get votes. Pumping $480 million to rebuild 
a facility only to close it would be one of the strangest. 



Plenty to dOvA^^N/n. 



No one can complain about 
boredom in Porter County 

If one of your chUdren or a friend or neighbor 
begins to complain about being bored or that 
there is nothing to do in Porter County, question 
theu- sanity. 

K there ever was a month with plenty to do in the 
county, it's September. The number and variety of 
events show the cultural depth and diversity of county 
institutions and residents. 

TWs weekend one could travel from north to south 
Porter County and enjoy a full schedule of events. 
These mclude: 

• The Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore's CheUberg 
Farm and Bailly Homestead hosts its annual Duneland 
Harvest Festival from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday 
and Sunday. ^ 

• The Northern Indiana Historical Power 
Association, in conjunction with the Porter County 
Convention and Tourism Bureau, is sponsoring its 16th 
annual Harvest Festival and Steam Show today through 
Sunday at Sunset Hill Farm County Park. 

• Valparaiso University is sponsoring the Heritage 
Festival Saturday. The festival features a free blues 
and gospel concert from 4 to 8 p.m. on the VU Chapel's 
east with singers of national and regional repute 

• Tlie Northwest Indiana and Arts and Humanities 
Consortium is hosting "Family Programming: Building 
Audiences for the Next Century," a day of Uvely famUy 
participation Saturday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on the VU 
campus. 

• The Sons of the Union Veterans of the Civil War 
ma sponsor "An Evening with Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln" 
at 8:15 p.m. Saturday at the Memorial Opera House in 
Valparaiso. Proceeds will go towards funding the 

°^ *® °P®''3 ^ouse, which celebrates its 
100th birthday in 1993. 

• For a day fiUed with good times and great food one 
need look no farther than the Kouts Pork Festival from 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday. 

TJere are the highlights for this weekend. They show 

oSm-al^ »s active and thriving, economicaUy and 
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Arrogance^«^/«^ 



Piqued federal judges kill 
hope for Hammond renewal 

In a display of judicial arrogance, federal judges 
Rudy Lozano and James T. Moody have stopped 
the construction of a federal building iii 
downtown Hammond because they vowed not to move 
in* 

We want to know why these two men should have the 
power to stop a public project supported by hundreds of 
others? 

The complex, which would have housed courtrooms, 
judicial offices and other federal agencies was seen as 
a possible economic boom to downtown Hanunond* 

Nortibwest Indiana's urban centers need this kind of 
federal aid to bring in other businesses — which would 
add to the tax base — to serve those working in large 
complexes of this type* An eroding tax base makes it 
difficult for downtown areas to maintain their 
infrastructures and only adds to the problems which 
cause businesses and residents to leave* 

Not only that but the hundreds of jobs which would 
have been created in building the complex will not be 
there* 

Lozano and Moody said they would not move into the 
site when the one they wanted wasn't picked* The 
judges wanted a site along Interstate 94, because that 
would make it easier for people who live outside 
Hammond to use the building* It is thinking like this 
that has caused the decline of once-thriving urban 
centers* 

Not only did the judges stop construction of the 
complex but they also caused the squandering of 
several million doUars which had been used to select a 
site in Hanunond* 

The actions of the two — neither of whom live in 
Hammond — show a lack of vision and a parochial 
attitude which does not bode well for Northwest 
Indiana* It is unfortunate the citizens of Hanmiond 
have no recourse* 
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Time to decidfe'''" 

Local officials must solve 
Flint Lake access problem 

Government timidity has made a bad situation 
worse. 
A reluctance by local government to decide 
what to do about public access to Flint Lake has 
prompted the Burlington Beach Improvement 
Association to force a decision. The BBIA has decided 
to fence off the rarop at the end of Flint Lake Gateway 
on Nov. 1. 

Although we dont like its method, we can't fault it. 
Nothing has happened since the state Department of 
Natural Resources discarded a resident-sponsored plan, 
for a boat ramp. 

Flint Lake residents are angry because they don't 
like the present ramp site, which has been used by area 
boaters for 40 years. The BBIA maintains development 
around ttie lake has caused an influx of boat ramp 
demand. It is also concerned about congestion, lack of 
space, litter, noise and liability. Unless a decision is 
made soon, the controversy will end up in court. 

But a court decision will not solve the problem of 
public access. The solution rests where ttie state tossed 
it six months ago, in the lap of the County 
Commissioners. 

Flint Lake is public and should have public access. 
We see only one economically feasible solution. If the 
conmiissioners beUeve public access is important, they 
should do what the state wants done but wont do — 
condemn the land at the Flint Lake Gateway and sell it 
to the DNR. That agency will purchase the land and 
provide the access with federal funding. 

Shying away from an uiQ)opular decision has only 
made the situation worse. If s time for the 
commissioners to act. 
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Search for truth 



Racial harassment will end 
with free inquiry, diversity 

Of all places where indoctrination should be 
shunned and debate encouraged, the college 
classroom is the most sacrosanct. That's why 
the drift toward political correctness — toward insistmg 
that only one opinion is worth considering — has been 
such a tibomy issue on the nation's campuses. 
Education is essentially a seardi for truth, not an 
endorsement of acceptable points of view. 

Fortunately, it now appears the tide may be turning 
against attempts to prevent unfashionable opinions 
from being heard, especially if those opinions dash 
with the prevailing );risdom on racism, sexism or other 
sensitive subjects. 

We hope Valparaiso Universi^ joins this trend and 
repeals any codes it has instituted which attempt to 
dictate who can say what about whom. 

No student should be harassed or intimidated as was 
LeTari Thonq)son last year at VU. In April, Thompson 
discovered a burning roll of toilet paper and a cartoon 
bearing racial slurs outside his dormitory room. The 
incident came three days after a brawl between white 
and black students during a fraternity party. 

Actions like this can be thwarted without banning 
foolish dialogue or tasteless talk. 

Leading educators have spoken out against 
restrictions on canq)us speech, whether the restrictions 
are aimed at students, professors or visiting lecturers 
with unfashionable ideas. ''Offensive and obnoxious 
speech is the price of freedom," says Benno Schmidt, a 
former president of Yale Universi^. 

In his speech during VU's annual opening 
convocation, university President Alan Harre outlined 
the best method to end harrassment without banning 
speech. He set VU on a path toward ethnic and national 
diversity. 

Racism is spawned from ignorance. Ignorance cannot 
live where people from diverse backgrounds live, study, 
work and play together. Diversity brings about 
acceptance and an appreciatioh for people who are 
different. 

Striving for diversity is not easy, but the benefits it, 
along with freedom of inquiry and opinion, will bring to 
the university and conmiunities throughout Porter 
County are worth the effort. 
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Planning ahead 



Pros, cons of economic 
growth must be included 

Growth and development without planning can do 
a conomunity more harm than good. There are 
many examples throughout Indiana. But the 
planning and goal setting must look not only at 
promoting growth but also at whether there are 
benefits and to whom those benefits will go. 

For the past 10 weeks the Greater Valparaiso 
Chamber of Conmierce has been involved in a planning 
and goal-setting program called Vision 2020. 

Many issues were raised during the 10*week series 
designed to analyze factors influencing growth and 
economic vitality in the Valparaiso area. 

Those issues and others will be examined by a 2020 

Action Team which 
wiUmake 

reconmiendations on 
goal setting. 

Issues the team will 
look at include: 

• Waste disposal 

• Workforce 
development 

• Affordable 
housing 

• Attracting 
business prospects 

• Development 
along state Route 49 

• Meshing of 
city-county zoning 
ordinances 

• Financing for infrastructure needs 

• Where to target industrial growth 

• Land-use planning 

These are essential areas for study because of the 
past, present and future growth of Porter County. This 
growtii already has placed some burdens on residents 
of Valparaiso and otiier communities in Porter County. 

We would like to see other issues also considered. 
Primary is who should pay the cost of economic 
development? Will future readential development 
decrease the quality of life inTalparaiso and Porter 
County? Should the cost of certain development be 
increased to ensure present residents are not adversely 
affected? 

Growth and development should be promoted but only 
if it benefits present and future residents not just those 
involved in development. This belief should be the 
touchstone by which the 2020 Action Team makes its 
recommendaticms. ^ ^. 
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We must 

> 

Neither capitalism nor 
communism has been able to 
solve the world's poverty 
problem. "From each according 
to ability, to each according to 
need,'' to paraphrase Marx's 
philosophy, did not seem to 
produce the necessities for "the 
needy/' Out of desperation, 
many of the world's poor reached 
out to communism as a life 

Ereserver with hope for a better 
fe. 

In a visit to China in 1987, 
where one in four inhabitants of 
this planet live under 
communism, we were told, "no 
one goes hungry . . . everyone 
has work." However, to an 
American, most Chinese seem to 
live on the edge of poverty. 

Today in capitalist America, 
the cliche, "the rich get richer 
and the poor get poorer," has 
been verified by fact. Poverty in 
rich America has reached its 
highest level since the '60s — 14.2 
percent of the population, up. 
from 13.5 percent the year' 
before. That is 2 million more 
Americans, many of them middle 
class, who have been dumped 
into poverty. That adds up to 35.7 
million Americans listed as poor. 

The government counts people 
as poor if their income falls 
below $13,924 for a family of four, 
or $6,932 for an individual. "The 
trickle down" theory of 
economics is not working, if it 
ever did. 

The tragedy is children make 
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up the poorest group in America. 
One in four of pre-schoolers and 
one in five of children under 18 
are poor. More than 43 percent of 
black children and 37.7 percent of 
Hispanic children are poor. To 
correct a popular myth, most 
parents of poor children do work, 
but a full-time minimum wage 
job brings a family of three up to 
only 72 percent of the federal 
poverty level. 

A growing number of working 
parents lack health insurance or 
other benefits critical to their 
families well being. Many 
children in a working poor 
family, do not qualify for 
Medicaid because they are not on 
welfare. These are those who 
"fall between the cracks." More 
than a fourth of the poor lack 
health insurance. This problem is 
not likely to be resolved without 
a comprehensive national health 
care plan. 

Where does Indiana fit in? 
Census figures show that in 1991, 
15.7 percent of Hoosiers lived 
below the poverty level. That 
includes 288,000 children, 18.4 
percent of whom are under five, 
living in poverty. Do you and I 
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know any of these persons? 

Perhaps so. The 
Vidette-Messenger reporter, 
Nora Rinehammer, reported in 
March, **the case load for the 
Women, Infants and Children 
program in the area including 
Porter County, rose in ten years 
from 500 to 4,000 cases." Nicki 
Giordano, director of Christian 
Conmiunity Action, reports "in 
spite of all the affluence in 
Porter County, we have a 
growing number of people who 
need affordable housing." Pat 
Hurst, of Valparaiso Ccnnmunity 
Schools, says "the number of 
free lunches and books has 
increased by "9 percent this year 
over last." Russ Consdorf, of 
Kankakee Valley Job Training 
says "unemployment in Porter 
County is 6.1 percent, that's 7,653 
persons. 

The news for the nation, 
Indiana, and Porter County is not 
likely to get better in 1992. 
Robert Greenstein, director of 
the Center on Budget and Policy 
Priorities, a Washington 
research group, says, **A further 
substantial jump in poverty is 
virtually certain for 1992." 

The picture is beginning to hit 
middle class Americans that the 
increase in poverty is not only a 
national disgrace, but a serious 
threat to the security of 
everyone. Citizens and relatives 
who are unemployed, are not 
producing goods or services or 
taxes. The last time so many 



Americans lived below the 
pover^ line was 1964, before 
President Lyndon Johnson's 
"War on Poverty.** 

I am old enough to remember 
the devastation of the depression 
in the 1930s. Only the innovative 
leadership of President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt brought this 
country to its feet again. Many 
hated FDR for the radical 
changes that were made in the 
private sector in order to lift up 
**the common good.'* But 
capitalism was saved and maybe 
a revolution prevented. It was 
just that serious. 

Candidates for the presidency 
must face the growing problem 
of "the poor getting poorer." 
How long can we ignore the 
600,000 homeless on any given 
night in America? 

A recent study by the Urban 
Institute showed roughly a third 
of them are veterans. The 
estimate for Indiana is 63,000 
homeless, 43 percent believed to 
be veterans. 

Poverty weights on my 
conscience. I am reminded most 
of us are people who take the 
Bible seriously. If you were to 
cut out of the Bible dl references 
to "the poor" you would have a 
book full of holes. It is time we 
all faced up to a national and 
personal concern. The poor are 
getting poorer. 

Amen, until next Monday. 

(Wolf, an author and retired 
minister, is active in many civic 
groups and activities) 
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